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TH£^ BUJEl BLANKET. 



TO THE 

READIQII. 



Ak lafiroductton, although eontfttoni 10 
not very neeeMary hiere» as the ^ni{Mler of 
the feHowing treatifie^ witii unwearied dili- 
gence, searched the ancient reewds for the 
hiiAortcal account irf'the Blue Blanket^ which- 
is the Craftsmen's Banner, coQt^niilg the 
fundamental privileges of the good Tovn ; 
as also, the powers and |>rerogatives of the 
Crafts of Edinbuigh. 

Mr Alexander Pennecaick, who was a 
Burgess and Guild Brother in the Good 
Town, searched out records, which had 
been neglected by all other historians who 
had pretended to give authentic aeoomto of 
£dinbuxgh^ &o. Upon the 7th of Af irili 
17SS, he g^ye in his manuscript of the Bhjte 
Blanket to the Convener of the , Fourteen 
Inoorporatioesi in order that they might 



Vl 



judge of its authenticity, which, being very 
narrowly inspected by proper antiquarians, 
was found just, and the Fourteen Incorpo- 
rations appointed two of their Craflsmen, 
to give a public testimony of their approba- 
tion ; which they did, in a letter recorded 
before the preface^ 

In this edition the publisher has taken 
care not to vary from the old original lan- 
guage of the charters belonging to the Crafts 
of Edinburgh ; and likewise annexed the 
Set, or Charter for the goremment of the 
City of Edinburgh, which clearly points out, 
both to the Magistrates and the Fourteen 
Incorporations, their powers of electing and 
being elected. 

As also, the Coats of Arms for each of 
the Fourteen Incorporations, with their 
dates when granted, &c. 

May the Worshipful the Deacons of 
Crafts, and all the Members of the Fourteen 
Incorporations in the Good Town of Edin- 
burgh, lire In unity and love $ and in the 
worst of times, support and maintain the 
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honours and freedom of the Bloe Blanket, 
till the last tramp rend the etherial sky, is 
the ardent prayer of, 

Worthy fellow-citizens, 

Your devoted humble Servant, 



The Publisher. 



Sdiaburghi, ITSO. 



TO THE W0R6HIPFUI* 

THE ©EACON-CONVEENER, 

The DEACONS OF CRAFTS, aadrema- 

• • * * ' • 

nent Members of the Fourteen Immrpo- 
rations of the Good Town of Edinburgh. 

IPrbsent you with an abridgment of the 
glorious actions ofyour predecessors, who 
by a dutiful attachment to their Sovereigns, 
suffering by impious rebels, sljewed their 
hearts flamed with loyalty; their hands 
were thunder, and their deeds miracles* 
You cpjoy the honours and privileges, which 
they procurecji from the Monarch^ of Scot- 
land> as rewards for their heroic atchieve- 
ments. You are, what the greatest princes 
and warriors of Europe, triumphant in the 
field of battle, and pressed down to the 
grave vi^ laurels^ have aspired to, tonights 
of the Holy Ghost ; your Banner being caU 
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led in original writs, The Banner of the Ho- 
iy Ghost Study then to imitate your wor« 
tl)y ancestors in their illustrious vittuesfand 
inviolably maintain the pnvil^es of your 
MAGNA CHARTA: 'Tis a /Sorerf He- 
posUum^ which you are bound in conscience, 
as well as through interest, to defend. If 
your enemies should dare to invade your 
prerogatives, granted by kings, the fountains 
of law and honour, let the nation's motto 
be yours : 

NEMO ME IMPUNE LACESSET. 

Remember King David's saying, which 
is very snug to the purpose, Bsalm Ix. 4. 
'' He hath given a Banner unto them that 
fear him ; that it may be displayed because 
of the truth, Selah." 

I have, with unwearied pains, collected 
the materials of the ensuing history, from 
original authentic manuscripts, and histo- 
rians of unquestioned veracity : And I hum- 
bly dedicate it to you the Crafts of Edin- 
burgh ; wishing prosperity to you and the 
Good Town, whose pillars and chief comer 



stones you ha,Te always provad. May .the 
Ftalmist's prayer for Zion be granted onto 
he% ** Peace be within her wall8» and pros- 
perity within her palaces : May they pros« 
per that love her» and seek her peace eon- 
tinoally." May thcvinimitable poet's lines 
become a fulfilled prophecy, to be applied 
to our sovereign city : 

Xow, like a Maiden Queen, she will heboid, 
From Iier high tarrets hourly suiters come ; 

The East with incense, and the West with gold. 
Will stand Iils;e suppliants to receive her doom. 

The silrer Forth, her own domestic (food» 
Shall bear her vessels like a sweeping train ; 

And often wish, as of her mistress proud. 
With longing eyes to meet her face again. 

The vent'rous merchant who design'd more far. 
And touches on our hospitable shore, 

Charm'd with the splendour of this Northern 
Star, 
Shall here onload him, and depart no more. 

Jhfd, Ann. Mirr. 

That this may happen, and your Incor- 
porations may flourish with blessings of the 
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ij9p«r and fte aothar'^riDgs, it Ike anieiit 

W<»ihj fellow-dtizens. 
Your devoted homble Servant, 

AliBXANDBE PbNKBCUICK. 



EoiVBVKOHt 

lit August 17S2. 
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COPY 

or 

^N EPISTLE FROM TWO CRAFTSMEN 

IN EDINBURGH, 
TO THE AUTHOR. 

asBBBsesBssesssBB 



Sir, 

Since you have put an high respect upon 
us, to communicate in manuscript your 
History qfthe Blue Blanket^ and to ask our 
advice about its publication : Having care- 
fully, and with pleasure, perused it, we re- 
turn you our sincere thanks, for your ela- 
borate enquiry into the concealed honours 
of the trades : But, being diffident of our 
sufficiency to judge of an historian, we laid 
it before the ablest of our brethren, who 
earnestly solicite you may send it abroad. 
You have trodden in unbeaten paths, the 
subject having been overlooked by all Scot- 
tish historians. As we question not you'll 
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oblige the world, by publishing the honours 
of the Blanket ; bo assure yourself of a tri- 
bute of praise from all Crafb-tnen> especial* 
ly from. 

Your humble Servants, 

G. H. 

EoUIBUbOH, 7 

Ut September 17f2. y 



GENERAL PREFACE, 

TOUCHING CRAFTSMEN, 

AND THE 

Honorary Officer they have enjoyed in Church 

and State. 



WHEN the Omnipotent Architect bad built 
the glorious fabrick of this world ; upon 
a review of his works, he pronounced, they were 
ail very good, and rested from his labours : The 
Almighty could have spoke the world into being in 
a moment ; but out of the depth of infinite wisdom^ 
spent six days in its creation, that man might learn 
still to be usefully employed, copying after the ex- 
ample of his Lord and Lawgiver. Though his de- 
puty Adam was the first and greatest of monarcbs,^ 
whose dominions extended from pole to pole, in a 
state of innocence, before sin had blasted the beau* 
ty of Eden, and nature spontaneously yielded her 
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fruits ; yet was he not to eat the bread of idleness, 
having his task daily assigned him, as is inimitably 
expressed by the matchless Milton, in his beautiful 
description of Adam awt^ing his charming Eve. 
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Aimke» the morning shines* and the fresh field 
Calls us ; we lose the prime, to mark how spring 
Our tended plants, how blows the Citron groves : 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed« 
How nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom, extracting liquid sweets. 

His eldest son, by right of primogeniture, fiar of 
a fair inheritance, was educate a plowman, and his 
brother a grazier. The fail of man introduced those 
liberal sciences, divinity, law and physick; but 
though we had continuiad pure, as when we dropt 
from the fingers of oar Maker, mechanic arts had 
been necessary. In the infiEmcy of the world, be- 
fore tiie wrangling of lawyers, the sophistry of phi- 
losophers, and turbuleiit factions of divines had de-^ 
banchied mankind, artists were in the highest re- 
pute. Adah bare Jabal, the father of all such as 
dwell 4h tents, and his brother's name was Jubal, 
the father of sill sudh as handle the hmp and brgan, 
Gene^ iv. SO. and verse 1Si. Tubal Cain was im 
tqstructer of eyery ariiflcer in bmss aad inm^ 
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It ifl nHKh to the bononr of draft^iAeh, that }idf 

fciaph, busbiflkdto tticj Uessed Vfrgitt Maty,: mo^ 

ttrir of the &>n <rf God, was a Oirjjehfey, tkou^ It 

lanei^d onr I^urd's.artmn amongst tbe popular, 

who ttfiaK&kgty cried (Matthew xlit JS,) «• la not 

tUs tbcf'darpeDt^'s son ?'* And if we credit the 

wKcat ecclesksyc bistoriaiiB, the glovkws Re- 

demier of m&DiKiiid, before bis poblie entranice upw 

oil his BttMstepial cAcey lubomred with ,bia balida 

iatiie shop: Though he catted St Mattli^w kiam 

the eastMIs, to evidence the extent and cbdqnel^in^ 

pow^of hieigraee;! fei the. most of his ap«Mifle« 

and dMcipleey who spread tbsi ev^aatiBg gospcd^ 

atid mpplanted the gdrelsnkHMt of SifaB^. pwcbasM 

ieotf witb tbe awiBtt of their bvQ^s. 

* * I *■ ' 

GoAiseeiMtobaxretpBta distiUfgaisbing boBOD? 
w^n trad0taMi^!fliai]» att dges^ iM0:<rftb^gt<«i|. 
est k!ttroiDg»: and the mobM, benoets^ bav0 spron^ 
from their loina^ Ponia, monareh of tbo Indies^ 
was tlie son of a barber^ and wroaght himself as a 
tinker. Braydillus, prince of the Sclavonians, son 
of acoliieiA Arti^orus, Governor of the Cy^o- 
nians, eon of a cook* Agathocles, King of Sicily, 
son of a potter. The good Archbishop Villagesius^ 
son of a carter ; for which reason he took wheels 
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ht hisWmoriti^beaHn^. Gftrdfaal Wbo\»jt Clian- 
cellor. 6f Hagknd; vv^eis begot hjr a batelMhr. One 
of flie greatest statesmeir of iny ag^. Cardinal Ja- 
lids Alberoni,' bf a gardener: And oar famoiur 
eoiint^jrmaii^Mr Law, bf a goidfliinitb of Edinbargh. 
As^ftie^eed of mecbanieB have tiseti to Am bigfa^ 
estsdiglii^s; 1^0 tnei^xaiieis f beiMel^M imve sway* 
edae^nes^ prbventiie Imi^eilt jgen^rals, tbe wiseat 
atafesmen; ttid {h« greatest in6iiarchs ; ^tbongh the 
wftbitikkig tyba tf mankind %9fty despite a penoh 
tot low birtb : Tto firat tirciiitiBtaiice of life OQgbt 
to bave DO influence in otir jadgem^t of a great 
man^ because we cannot ^pretend to It^^heddldreii 
ofwbottt We)Aeade^Milthataiiitti4i&ay owtB bis 
bifib to It prince^ wboiie htftnrnl (temper abd inclina- 
tions diseover more meanness of birth than if be 
were the sdnof a weaver: whereas tootfajng is 
more glorioas than, "Wheli notwithstanding of the 
defect of edacation, a man knows bow to rectify and 
elevate the indinations whicfb an obfilcnre biilb na- 
turally indinea to be servile. 

Qahitas Cincinnatus, when called to the govern* 
ment of Rome, was found hard at Plow ; being aa- 
luted by the name of Dictator^ invested with pur- 
ple, honoured with the faces, and other ensigns 
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t)! magistracy, wiui deaimd to talce joaroey ; after a 
IftUepaosei be. answered mith tears ia Us eyes,. 
<<Tlieii,C(>i:tfai8year^i»y.pMr iarm moat 1m iiii- 
somn*'* Takiag leaye of bia famiBy» >hQ |mfot«ed 
bis cffice with that prodeoceaiyl juMipe, that be^ 
proved tbe adnftfa^M^ of ^^ wojrldt: , AsbA baviog 
fmidMi bis dietatoiabip^ I'etorAAd agabi to bia plow. 1 
ArBaoes^ iiora being a prmte^peefaapic, w«8 caHed 
tofoimditbe P^rtbiaa empiief ai|d a^eb aa one 
was TandMiaiiei tbe yanqtiviber ot Asia« Pelar 
da Brbaae^'.Cbirargeob^ wasbigbtchamberlaiii el" 
France, and secretary to King Pbilip III. Mai*« 
stanellbi a NeapoTitaQ fiaberiaan, rais^ an ariay of 
iOJOOOyTfholxJtaiy^ }647s and trampled on tiie go* 
veramenfrof Naples^ tiU t&ey were obliged to yield- 
to tbe demands of tbe people groaning under the 
burthen of e^ccirbitanttaaea, Tbe Anabaptists iii 
Minster* abased Jqbn of Liliyden, ataylor, for tiieir- 
King, A. D. 1^135. Zeno, tbe famoiis bisbop of 
Constantia, was a weiEtver, wbo lived till be wai^ 
past an bnndred years of age ; and tboogb be was 
the most eminent bishop, and bad tlie largest die* 
eese in that countryi kept a weaver's sbop» aad 
wrought himself daily at the loom to dotbe tlie na* 
ked. When the peasants of Upper Austria rose' 
up against P. Masimiiian, Elector of Bavaria, A. 



^comtkiafliUd ly St»phm Tiidloer^ it^ htihor ; and if- 
te0!hi9 deteA bjTi Wahnev/ ssbMmniiel*, iUieidby 
OcNwt Pi9«hQiiti. And I coMait oiflliittto hint at 
the beatitifol^ Morj* of Mr Bdmondv i^bftrtffr aii&BOii 
of a baxfer In Stirliag» vA^ tistmei sttcb oi^wal* 
leM yaldui'iBi t^a SwedlA trara, Md«r Ilia €Oiii»- 
tbattdoftfaa^iflSiiioiliLl ttn^ tran, Gisato- 

vmr Adal|baB» ihet be beoaacie « ^eoeral ; bia awim^ 
]«iag Ithe. Danube, and, hy aa nriful fltrtetagem^ car-* 
itfiog dllbe Gani^Fil of the laaperialifits, and dlher 
iiiiHV^llQMlaotlcfoafOfhi^lifif!^ areraeorfled in the 
^brpiuclea of Sv^eden^ InfUaoM age lie retttmed 
to hia nattre ctmntry, Seottted, add ba^t 4 atately 
ipanse at SMing^ wfaidi be.d6oed to th^ cbiirA* 

IfiBftofialia^ ancient and mddxrti^ not only reeoyd 
tba.tnaitial atdtiaTonfenta, ;bat tbe ringdlar aiaieti- 
tjF of nkedianioa, not to menCibn tba faith of a aboe- 
nmkery uader the rei^ of a King of Persia, who 
removed a nonntmn by a holy faaranga^y related 
by Paulaat Venetoa de Bebda Orientallbna, and 
Naaianaan Canaan, in his lioly coart, aa aavonring 
too mach of a monkish fable ; nor the known story 
t)f Criapittina, wfao differed by the eriielty of Maxi- 
iflfdian. The charcb recoida a noUe army of mar- 



tyiB, who ^^ for 4^ Prot^alwl; ^aith in the 
reign of Hemy VI IL and JMl^vrpi . "^f v^reigoe of. 
England. . . 

, < . • • • 

JN^i Mace,.8!]f;gf»oi^ t . 

RichandF^vifs, goldsmith ; 

Mr 6iUp3»ientl^ • . • . / 

Robert Ha,e)£et9 Axt^^iy^boemakeir 

ThomaaBpnd;, , . * do. 

John Hart», . do. 

John 9ttf^i J m; 'do* 

JohnHpyp., .do*- 

John O^okpbpf jr^: it^nner ; 

Jp))iO Haipqpp^ldi^ rdo> . 

John Bennet, Taylor 

Andr^w.^^^ do. 
John Warner, do. 
Wm* Coberly, do. . t • 

George Ei^l^ Ministjer 
. . WiflUwn P.i<*^t, Puteb^R ^ 

Tbomv^QoiJ^ do. 

Stephen Knight, Barber 

George Tank^rfieUiy^ <:V¥A^ 
^l^oiMs HudaoQ^ GUo^etr 
; Thomas Tbomkioa ^gfiv^jr, 
. WiUiam Bamfor^i 4fjfi* . 
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NicolftS Chatabwlaiid, Weaver 
. * JehnOiTel?, '• ' .da- 
John Spefiee, ' did;. 
Ridiaord NkolaS) ' do; 
John Caretei», ' do; 
idbff 'Lea(^ Candieaiaker 
Nicolas Hdl; KhtsoQ 
Jthd SpiCsetSy dd; • •' 

Joh»T?ud8J0ii,Sm*^ ' ' 
John Went, do. 
John Clement, Joiner* 
Thomas Avington, to. 
Thomas Harland; do. 

Thomsier Rarendell, Currter. 

'.- . ■ * 

SaneHtaM radOa in Othe refabU. 

Behold the Mieuty^ who tot trutH have died ! 
UeaTen*8 glbry dow» and Britain's greatest pride 
No Popish flames to them a period give ; 
Their memories- eternally shall live. 

Wise Princes-and States have always had me- 
ehanica in highest estimation. The Grand Seig- 
nioT, though olie of the greatest Princes in Europe, 
is always educate in some handy craft. The 
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Dntrb, and the Csar of Mnseotj, by encouraging 
crafUrmen, haye made tbelr eonntrtoe floorisb) and 
are become tbe terror and eavj of their neigh*^ 
boars. King Charles IL was an exceNent wovker 
ID ivory : neither the aflatrs of state« nor pleasmres 
of hift coart, eoald dilrert him frbra his task at the 
Tasner's loom, homu the XIV. of France, was: 
80 exquisitely good lit mabktg' ot watches, that he 
was equalled by few ki his te|gn* 

What respect the Kings of S<M>tland have put' 
upon Tradesmen, the following history of the Bine 
Blanliet, or Craftsmen's Banner, will declare. They 
have had the happiness to taste tiie bounty of our 
Princes in the highest honours r For this order of 
the Blanket, originally of ecclesiastic institution, is 
confirmed by the royat sanction. It had ita rise 
about the 1200 year of God, when the Croisade^ 
wa& carried on by Pope Urban the Second ; and sa 
is older than^ any of the ordeie of Iwighthood ia 
Europe, save that of 8t Andrew, or the Thistle^ 
which had its original about the 800^. when the- 
King of Scots and Pictamade war against Athel- 
ston King of the West Saxons ;. and that of tbe< 
Star, or blessed Virgin, which, as Selden, in hia 
Ittlee of honour, remarks^.had its rise in, the yeac 
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1022: for that <ln^^ St:l9e(»«0; or tb» : QM0i, 
im m inetftitte m\ ihef^^ J3tf , ibfft of St Mh 
<dii^ not tBl 1448, «indibat.t){tk^^Mm .Fle^efi 
14Q9. So fbat I me^ my'fte^iimOB^Jibct^ 
Ita in KiB preface to bis Biitorylbf 4lie fingiifib tiot 
bitit^, '^KingsbaFe somdch of iGbdln tbon^^whbM 
depoties they are on earfb, as diany iioies,; ishete 
tbey fitid merit and desert, Ikiey Taiae tte pfotioxA 
of tbe dust, that tbey may set them H^ ifvinoM, 
even.tbe Princes of the people.!' 
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THE 

HISTORY 

* 

, OFTHB 

BJLUE BIiANKFi t; 

Oft, 

€RAFTS.MAN'S BANNER. 



npHE me^opolitan cky of Scotland, by BOine .his* 
toriantiy (as Bochanan observes) either throagh 
ignonmce or ill-will, called V^UA Do;<oitosA, 
theDblefjul Valley; by the Pictish records^ Cas« 
TBUM PuBiiiAi^UM, the . Maideiis»8tle, . from its 
Royal and Iiopregni^le castle^ built by .Cmthenus 
CameloD, King of the Picts, where the daughters 
oftlie Pidtish kings were kept Working at their 
Beedles till married ; which, for strength and com^ 
mand of prospect, may challenge precedency of 
the best in Britain. Some of the ancient Scots call- 
ed it CASTRuai ALLAT0M, Others Dunbdinum, 
and the latter Edimum, which we render Edin- 
burgh : 'Tis sKuated on the- dedining of an hill ; 
from whence she views her tributary river Forth, 
eBcompttssed abeut witii fertile fields, spacious pas- 
tures^ and gc^pdiy gardens, grown by degrees in 
wh magnMcMoe: of buildings, as to stand in con^ 
I B 
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petition, almost, with any in Europe ; and justly me* 
rits the encomium Dr. Arthur Johnston bestowed 
upon her ; 

That Edinburgh may view tht hetrens at will* 
'Tis built upon a lofly rising hill. 
The fields and rivers Whioh' her handmaids be. 
She thence views, and the tributary seat 
^ Anct when the sun displays her morningnight. 
The palace doth presekit Itself to sight. 
That PriDcely dwelling under Arthur seal^ 
Adorned by most ingenious art of late : 
Towards 4he west ^ gl or ious catte stands ; 
Which, with its thunder giveth loud commanda* 
^ath citizen hath sdch a house, that it 
May peers of greatest quality weH fiti 
The threats of foes do not make them* disniayed, 
' itor need f hey be ef their assaults afraid. 
Swe^'for aking)y city none oasa wish ' ^ ' 
A <«at that's more eonveifieatthan;lliis# 

/ 'Tis not otd.y b^ntifnl, b«t antientf though tbe 
tim^ thai it was founded, is not eaaily discovered « 
The Mli§lstratea of Edinburgh,, in their cosgratu- 
latory harangue to King Jamea VI« of Saotland) and 
Ii, of Efiglaad^ re^tided in^ the Musee Welcome la 
that Prioeei asqert, it was builded by Fergusiiie, the 
fivst. founder of this kingdrai, three haiidred and 
thirty yearm before tbe inoaroation of Christ. . 
. La <mr {fierce and fteqiient wars with the Pieto,. 
Danea^^ RonMina «nd English, this eUy watoao^oftiaD 
dmAfoy0ii her loonttmeinK tti (imiM€ loi^ tbat 
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tet original cannot well be documented. The first 
charter I find in her favoaniy is granted by king Al« 
exander I. aimaroed ihe Good, and the second by 
Ills sacoeaaor St David. It is generally agreed 
upon, that it was made a Burgh Royal by King 
Wiiliai&I. in whose reign a fervour of devotion, 
encouraged by pope Urban II. siezed the spirits of 
the princes and cavaliers of Europe, under the com* 
mand of Godfrey of BuUoigne, to rescue Palestine, 
and the dty of Jerusalem oat of the hands of Sala- 
dine, and to pluck the sepulchre of Jesus from the 
possession of the infidels. The zealous pontlflf was 
afflicted, that the Holy Land, the city of God, the 
Inheritance of Jesus, shoidd be sullied by Infidels, 
Saracens and Turks ; who in some measure might 
be said'to have driven our Lord fronl bis capita!* 
that the cross, the glory and ornament of crowned 
beada, ahould be trampled upon by the vilest of 
Adam's posterity. Therefore tie inculcated the ne* 
eessity of taking arms, and united aH the powers of 
dmsftendom ; and, to whet their courage, promised 
to those that would join in this holy service, a plen* 
ary indulgence, that is, a remission of all penances 
imposed by confessors. 

Vast numbers of Scota medianics having foU 
lowed to this holy war, took with ttiem a banner; 
bearing this inscription out of Psafan H. In bona vo* 
buktaie ftta ed^aefUer tnuri Jeruiolem. Upon 
their retimitog borne, and glorying that ^y were 
amongst the f<»tunate, who placed the Christian 
standard of tfaecroes in the place thht Jesus Cbiffst 
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had consecrated with his blood» they dedicated this 
Banner, which they styled, < the banner of the Ho*' 
ly Ghost,' to 8t. Eloi's altar in St. Giles's chareb 
in Edinburgh ; which, from its colour, was called 
^ The Blue Blaoliet.' 

Though none of our historians mention the origi- 
nal institution of the Blue Blanl^et, nor is there any* 
vouchers for it, saving old imperfect manuscripts ; 
yet 'tis highly probable, it had its rise from the 
Croisade, or Holy War ; for Monsieur Cherereav 
in bis history of the world, tells us, that Scotland 
yfViB engaged in that war, and sold or mortgaged 
their states for that expedition ; and that she wa# 
among the most forward nations in it Pere Main- 
jbourg, HiaMre ift« Cro«Baife8, informs us, that the 
|cnights of St. Lazarus, an order of men educate to 
the holy war, were numerous every where, but e- 
Bpecially in Scotland and France; as appears by 
the charters and grants of Princes in their favours : 
land the distinctive crosses they wore, evince, that 
the Scots were as forward, gallant, and zealous iir 
the service^ as any of their neighbours. 

Our h istories bear, that a great many of the Scots 
went to that war, under the command of Allan, 
]Lordgreat*Stewardof Scotland ; and they, with their 
confederates, got possession of Jerusalem in 1099«^ 
. When Saladine prevailed against the Christian 
arms, William, King of Scotland, assisted the war. 
with money, and sent supplies of men to the mere* 
torious action, under the command of Davitl his 
brother, and that five thousand Soots had their 
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share in the malheurs and successes of that unfor* 
tanate enterprise. And, if we may believe Bpe* 
fiiias III Fiia OuL the renowned city Ptolomais 
was talsen by the good conduct of Earl David, bro- 
tber to the Icing of Scots, anno 1091 , and that the 
4:hri8tlan intelligencer was one Oliver a Scotsman. 
> This Bine Blanket, whose original I have endea* 
Toured to discover, was, in the dark times of po* 
-pery, held in such religions veneration, that, when^ 
evef mechanics were artfully wrought upon by the 
clergy to display their Holy colours, it served foJ 
many uses, and they never failed of success in their 
'attempts : which is not to be wondered at ; for, as 
Hhe learned and judicious Dr. Abercromby observes 
'in the life of St. David, king of Scotland, speaking 
-of tlie battle of the Standard, * so good a use havi( 
< churchmen in all ages known to make of religious 
.pageantries, and so much have the vulgar l>eeh 
misled into the belief of heavenly protection, by 
the leger-de-roain tricks of spiritual guides, wh6, 
while they have no other view but to gratify their 
private passions, muster the deluded people into 
rebellion.' 

Having accounted for the original of the order 
of the Blue Blanket, 1 may infer, that 'tis as ancient 
and more honourable than the English order 6f 
the Garter, the institution whereof, some ascribe to 
a garter having fallen occasionally from the coun* 
tess of Salisburgh ; though others affirm, the garter 
was given in testimony of that bond ^love where- 
of the knights and fellows of it were to be tied te 
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one another^ and all of them to tbe king. And o» 
thers make it yet more ancient, giving it the same or« 
iginal with the Bine Blanket, velatiiig, that, when 
king Richard I. of England was at waf i^n^t the 
Turks and Saracens in tbe holj land, the tedi^na^ 
ness whereof b^an to discourage bis soldiers^ he^ 
to quicken their courage, tied about tbe legs of Be* 
yeral choice knights a garter, or small thong of lea- 
ther, tbe only stuff he had at band, that, as the Ro- 
mans used to bestow crowns and garlands for esk* 
eouragement, so this might proToke them to stand 
together, and fight valiantly for their king. 

The crafts of Edinburgh having this order of the 
Blanket to glory in, may justly take upon them the 
title of Knights OF the Blamcet; or, Chbva.- 
JLifiRS. OF A BUS ; for, .as tbe learned Skene^ Dever^ 
Alarum 9ignificaUon€y in his title Banreols, observes. 
That banrents are called Chevaliers of Arms, or, 
knights, who, obtaining great honours and digni- 
tiesy have pow«r and privileges granted to them by 
the king to raise and lift up a Banner, with a com- 
jMmy of men of weir, either horse or foot; which 
cannot be done by any save baronets, without the 
king's spiecial licence, as Pasquiers, lib. 2. De^ re- 
chercheres de la France^ cA, 9, fcfl. 100, by sundry 
arguments proves ; and Dr Smith, in his treatise of 
the Common- wealth of England, l(k. 1, cA. 17« in"- 
forms us. That kn^hts Banrents are allowed to dis- 
play their arms an a Banner in the king's host. 

As the knights of St Greorge have their meeting 
at Windsor castte) and these of the Thistle, in the 
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« 
• * • 

iH^ paUice ot Holy-roodrboase, so the knigiits of 
tiieKadket hate theirs at St Eloi, (who was a 
Ffench bishop and their guardian,) his altar, to 
wbidilhejr mortify considerable sums for the main- 
temnoe of a chaplain, and reparation of the oma- 
«Mtate tA ihe chapel ; as appears from the Crafts* 
men^s SBAt w Gai78B, the tenor of which runsthus : 

Jbal of CavM f^ ike Bawwiermen of Edinburgh. 

<< TUl aU aD4.97&drjr iqvfcham it effiei», qnhwi 
kiiawiledfd tibdr piWQiit letters abaU to cum, An? 
draw Bari^em, Ptrovoist of £.diAtHir|;h. Gwr^ Ed? 
wordpoQ, Jotoof {4WJogton,AlleKapder€raw&>oi}d» 
Jaof 8 Ailumo, and John Bisset, BaUteiet&i of tbe 
said bwgW greetiag ; For 8A^ qi0ikle>aa, th^ bedi»v 
IB0B ^ mwiatlers of the HMim«n9tiiii, and majs^ni 
of the i{aiiHiH9raiiu)-<Craft, baith Black^smytbea^ 
Goldssmytbes, Jjorimers, Sadlar^ii, CutUrs, BucUar* 
makars, Atvamx^n^ P^adrar8, and aU utbers with* 
id the aaid bargb, hm biimyly* menyt aod sbaw&i^ 
baitbto.0Qr8o<?era«gn Lord the King, aad to m, 
ibe grieat akattb, tek and dangire done to tbaim^. and 
ihe ereat'dampnage, hart and prejudice, done to onr 
Soveraign Lord's reahne aed lieges in tbir poiaits 
tbat eftar foiows,.tbrow tbe qubilks tbe aaids OaA»r 
xaen are beryU and put to poverte, besekand oar 
Lord's gud Grace, and us ia bis name, of relied and 
refer mai^ioune thairof, and to sett sic atatuts and 
.w«Qrs tbaiprupon,. that ti»e saids dampnagies, kk.and 
dapgirs ffi^ay be ischewit,.and the aaid Crafttof {lafUr 
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• ^rmen in iime i»mjiigp lo ^9 hooQiir of oar Sorerr 
ane Lord and his realme exerdi, and to the wele 
and profit of the saids CraftisQieny a9d all others his 
jliegeis ; that is to say in the first. That the said Craft 
is abpsity and the maistersand b^dismen thairpf gr«t» 
]y ska^bit by the da.ily marlsat maid in eremya, aa^ 
J)e vile persones throw the hie istreet, and on tb« 
back half of the town, in bachlying of the Hammer- 
q[ienis w&rk.and their Crafty in lak and disbonooring 
of our said burgh, and in breking of the gud rule, 
loviible ^d old statats; maid diverse tym^ tfaair* 
upon of before : We herefor understanding the rea^ 
sbnable supplicacioune, and just petltioune of thel 
eaid Craftismen, detyrring to sett remed, and doc^ 
justice thairnntill, to the honour of the said burgb^ 
tiiid comone wele of the said Craftismen, aiid this 
liale realme, has, according to our Soverane Lords 
;writinis and charges gevan to us thairupon, the com« 
mon profyt beyng always considerit, Statut, devist 
and ordain, and be tbir our present letters statuts» 
^evisis and ordainie. That in tia e cumyng thair be 
na opyn markat maid, or nsit be quhatsumevir per* 
sonis; of any wark pertenying to the said Hammyr* 
men of their Craft, .in scbewing thairof in hands up* 
one the hie street, nor in cremys, nay in burds, nor 
utherways within the said burgh, nor in thair buthis, 
except alanarly the markat-day. ilem. That napar* 
sonis of the Hammyrmen Craft sett up bntb to wyrk 
within the said burgh quhill he be maid an Freeman 
thairof, and be examinit be thrle of the best mad- 
ters of the said Craft, gif be be sufllcient^ and wyrk« 
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nd ^ad andsoTir wilrk, fymi stuff, and babiH* to 
serve our Sbverane Lord and his lieges, and then to 
be admittit to set op buth, he payand therefor to the 
said npfajahl of divyne service to be done at St £loi'8 
idtaf , and reparaciottneofthe otnaments thairof, Four^ 
tey.Shillings. liem^ That every Craftisman that 
Calca aiie pf entise to tech him the said Craft withisi 
the said bargh, sidl pay for his entry, to the nphald 
of the said aJtar, and the ornaments thairof. Twenty 
Shillings. Kent, That non of the saids Crartismea 
tak any other feit man to wyric on the said Craft 
qahill his prentischip be fiilfiUit and completit, under 
the pain of Twenty Shillings. Jlesn, That nane of 
Ifae saids Oaftismen ressave nor lat waric within 
his hnthe ony man, without he be uther his prentiss 
or feit servand, sa that the master of the bathe saU 
answer for his wark and fyaenes thairof. 7/e»i, 
That nane of the said Qraftismen resett, tak, lior 
Jee ane itther manis prentis nor servand, lior give 
bitn wark, without it be clearly onderstaund that he 
be free of all uther menis service, //em, Upon ilk 
Saturday afternoon, that twa or thrie of the worthy- 
est raaisters, and of maist knawledge of the sai^ 
Crafty chosine thairto be the haill falldwUiip, pass 
with ttmir Offictar, and serch and see ail roenys 
wvk in the said Craft gif it be sufficient in stuff and 
warlaiianship, gud and habill wark to serve our Sor 
verane Lord's lieges with : And quhair it.beis fnti* 
dyn faltive, to forbid the samyne, under the pain of 
escheating thairof als aft as he beis fundyne faltive. 
Itemf That all thir Craftismen above written sal 
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iiowrene, V^me mA pkm' to- }m tbooht! ezpedytet, 
«]8 aft as tbey phtise^ to* comtnoniipoii thebreakiDg 
of thirstattits' above, expremit, and to certifie the 
Pjoabst and BaHaies thairof tbafcbe sal ior tbe tydoe^ 
•that tefortiiaciouDeiand imixitnoaaniay be doaetbsbr- 
upon^ as ^ers. Item, That every mat breker ai 
tUr ferwviCtine statocs^ pay for ilk ane of thaioi: ale 
»ft as tbey happen to betbrokin ih hi8:defidl^ Avgfat 
Sbilltnjgs, to be taken- bat favioiie^ totberepsraoiean 
of tlie said altar and omameate thaifof ; and that all 
men' of the said Craft doe and fulfil &er aid- asanri 
consaetttd inrall things, to tbe apbaM <^tdivyne ser* 
vice at the said^aUar onkly and dayly,, andi W' hiH 
JM>nrabill chaplin thairof to tb^r CiaJh, as effiera*: 
<And gif the: maisters and hedisnten of the said Ciaft 
dois nocht their dilfigence^ to cause all thair statots 
^ove writUne be observitand kepit,.and falta fliair^ 
of to be serchit and ponysbl, that tliey sal be cor- 
rect and panisht tfaahrfor be tbe Prove«^ and Bail* 
zies, as sal be sene consonant to reasone. And this 
io all quham it efBers^ior may effier^ we mak knawn 
Ajrtfafuliie be thir oar present letUrs^ and in witees&- 
^i ig thairof, we have at the command of onr Sovtraaa 
Lord, and desyre: and request of the sayds CmtOs^ 
men, maid onr ocn&on Sele of Cause to be htngyen 
to thir presents^ at Edinburgh the )t2fcbday of Apni, 

. the zeir of: God a thomand four hundred ninety and 

^ six zeirs." 
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<^ At'EdinbiiiTghifae istxt day of Septfsmber U8I 
3;«ar&, oor Sovendgn Lofid^ with advkeand comeiit 
of this estatB of perKaamt presently conveened by 
btoiMqestieB, spectaU aiithortty». bes imttfyed and 
apimonren^ and hereby ratifiea andapprovestbeballl 
rigfatoy^iRvilegm, immanitiea andwatisiialtiea, grant* 
edto, and in fiivorea of the dvaeon, boxtnafiters^ 
fiastere, patipone, and remanent roenilMrB of tbe 
Magdalene cfaaple^ consisting of amiti^e, cutlers, 
sadier&» loa^imersiarmovers^ pentberers^ sbearsraitbs, 
amtall others incopporat, or to be incorporate with 
tfaetn, by oar Soveraigae Lord-, or any on other of 
bttp Atsgiesties royaU predecessores or by the pro- 
irost, baillles^ and Tonn Cooncil of the said burgh 
of Edlnbargl)^ and mortiftecations granted to theniy 
by whatsomever person or persons, of whatsons^ 
ev«r date,, tenor » or contents the samiHl be of, and 
bear ; and particolarly, \mi prejodice of tl^e said 
generality, an seal of canse- granted to them by tfac^ 
magiatrats and common Gouneit of the said burgh 
of B^nbargh^ upon the twelvtb day of April, 1496^ 
as!theaamini» itself more ftilly bears, in -the hatll 
heads, dnuses,* and articles therein contained, after 
tbe fgtrm^ and tenor thereof, in all points, and wills, 
and' grants, and for bis Majesty, and bis Highness 
sneeessors, with advice and consent foresaid, de« 
ieemsi, declares, and ordakis this present general 
confirmation to be ate sufficient, valid and effectual 
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in dl regpects, as if the nids faaill rigbts; grttots 
and privHeges ; and. pariicalariy, but prejudice of 
the foresaid generality, the aeall of cause, and gifts 
of mortification aboye mentioned, were de verba 'in 
wrbum herein expressly sett doun, ingrossed and 
repeated. Likeas, his Majesty, with advice and 
consent foresaid, hes ratifyed, and hereby ratifies^ 
approves, and confirms to the said incorporation of 
hammermen, all and sundry their rights and privi« 
leges, whereof they have been in use and possw*^ 
sion ; and particularly, of seising and apprehend- 
ing of all and whatsomever work belonging to, or 
that can be made, furnished and completed by them^ 
that shall happen to be imported within ihe said 
burgh, any time hereafter, (except upon the mer* 
cat day) and there escheating and confiscating thef 
one half thereof to his Majesties use, and the other 
half of the samen to the use of the poor of the said 
incorporation. And further, discharges and inhibits 
all,, and whatsomever work belonging to, or can be 
made, furnished and compleated by them^ to be in* 
brought, sold, vented or retailed within the said 
burgh, by any person or persons, except within ther 
bootbes and shops of the freemen of the said inoor*^ 
poration, but what shall happen to be inbrought oa 
the mercat day, and vented, sold, and ratiled on 
the mercat day, at the ordinary mercat place, be^ 
tween ten hours in the morning and two in the af* 
ternoon, and that under the pain of confiscation 
thereof to the uses aforesaid. Extracted forth of 
the records of Parliament, by me Sir Tho. Marraji 
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oT Glmdolok^ Kdigbt mi Baronet^ derk to bis Ma* 
jerty's cooQcU, register and rols. 

Tho. Moerat, CHerk lUgiiter.'' 

Tbe trades being thus confirmed in their prlvi^ 
leges by the royal sanction, gave such extraordina* 
ry proots of loyalty, that they established them* 
selves in the grace and favour of their Princes ; and 
their loyal actions I shall trace, beginning with the 
reign of 

KING ROBERT BRUCE. 

For many eminent services performed by the 
crafts, and other citizens of Edinbargh, contained 
in an charter granted by tbe said King Robert, dat* 
ed at Cardross, in the 24th year of his reign ; He 
dispones to the Provost, baillies, council, and com* 
monities of the said burgh, and their successors, 
the haven of Leith, Mills, and other pertinents 
thereof, to be holden of his Majesty, and success 
sors, als freely, and with the same liberties and 
commodities, as the same were enjoyed in tbe time 
of King Alexander his predecessor, of happy me- 
mory, for payment of 52 merles. Nor was Edin* 
burgh, by her loyal deportment, less in favour with 
his successor, 

KING ROBERT IL 
* . .» 

In the. begimiing of his reign, Edinburgh, tp 
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^eak properly ) WBS'ifottUe-oapttal citj^of S^and^ 
being only a small burgh- (wbicb madd Wridiiig^ 
hattie, and otber hvsrtoifans^ of' these times, call It 
a village) the houses of which, because they were 
so often exposed to incursions from Englwd, being 
thatched, for the most part, with straw> and ttivf^ and 
then burnt, or demolished, wer<e with no great dffR* 
culty repaired : for in ancient times, the HIghlaDds 
ivas properly the Scots Kings lerritories, till the 
Picts were expelled, who had Edinburgh and tiie 
Lothians in possession, in the reign of King Ken- 
neth II. Anno 889 : Bui tbeloyalty of the citizens, 
impregnable strength of the castle, and the conve- 
ftiency of^ theJ abbey i)f Hol^pdod^lkimBe, in tfae-roy al 
chapel whereof hift corpse i8:intenttd,> iimied.tiie 
Ring to dwell, and!holdhiBparHiRBentthere« Vmm 
this proceeded a great concouise' ol peopfe^ who 
were of course obliged to resort t<^it^.88id:oeea6iiHb- 
ed these noagnifleent^ but too costly stonctnsea, walfa 
which it is since crowded. But the k yalty of this 
cHy of Edinburgh, was more reniaFkahte ist the 

peign of 

« 

who having offondbd his noUe8,.for adymndng Rd- 
i)ert Cochran, a mason, to the dignity^ efweaetmyL 
of State, and creating him Earl of Mar, James Hom- 
mel, a taylor, and ene Leonard, a smith, to extra- 
ordinary favour, and places of trust, so incensed 
^e. ancient peerage, forenoblingtbeee mmiirooiis. 
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•pna^ from the dregr of the pedple^ qdarveHing!t'itt 
Sing's orlntrtry povv«r, in ^penshig these ho* 
iKutrs, and mandnlHng those pemons whom he had 
aAvancadto these higb dignities^ that inan impetus 
cf passion, they banged Cochran Earl of Mar o^er 
the bridge of Jjimder,.and raised sach violent emo^ 
tinns in the state, that his Mqestji, for secority. of 
bis rayal person, waa foraed to shelter Iriraself in 
Edinbargh castle; During his confinement there, 
the English,, witb wboat he laaa at war, having 
mmrdied: tb^Hdinttncgh ;. and there being a treaty 
ietarixt the Scots and them^.oftbs 2d Angnst 148S; 
the next day after this cessation, Alexander, Dnlie 
of . Albany^ the King's brother, knporinned by tbe 
Iprayers and. tears of the Qneen, for the King'aU* 
berty, by the. assistance of William Bartrem^pro* 
TOst of Sdiabnrghv* and with him th» whole>eofl»> 
nmafty, andr incorpoMLtions of Craftsmen, faitiitciji 
kmng their Kkig^ andldevoted b^hisscfnviee, Joyalp 
iy^ and generoosly oUiged' themselves to mpey to 
ffae King the sums of money debursed by him in 
view ef the marriagerbetwkU the Doke of Rothnaj 
and his daught^ the Lady Cecil: or,;if the King 
did yet indiae thai the marriage ^b&M be eom* 
plated^ they undertook for their Sovereign Lord.the 
King* ef Scotland, thtf tt he should €oncar» conform tf» 
lusibrmer obligation, providing that their said So^ 

.vereign^ Lond, or the Lords of bis council, or the 

■ > 

* Foed. Ang. Tom. zii. p. 161. Godscraft's Historj of the 
'Douglaises. ' Abercrombj^t Marflal Atchieve meats, Hautheiti- 
aen*tHisl. 
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uMh pxmoBt and burgfaerii werb iriform^ of the 
King of England's pkasora and election upon the 
matter, by tlie first of AUSainto next to come. And 
the saids citisens sarprised and stormed the casfle 
of Edinburgh ; and to the great dissatisfaction of 
the rebelliods nobles, set their Sovereign at liber* 
ij. These surprising instances of loyalty and ira* 
ionr, for which they ^all be had in everlasting 
remembrance, procured from the King a grant of 
many new privileges, contained in a. patent, whioh 
they call their Grolden CAariety dated 1482 ; parti*^ 
cularly, the magistrates are made heritable sheriffs 
within the said burgh, and liberties of the same^ 
Aiid another charter from their saidSoverei(^ Lordi 
in favonre of the said provost, baillies, conncil and 
communities of the said burgh, and their successors 
for ever, of all the customs of the haveii of Leith; 
and road of the same, dated 16th November, 1482; 
and a confirmation of a charter and infeoffment 
granted by Sir Robert Logan of Restalrig to them^ 
of all the passages and ways leading to the haveii 
and harbour of Leith, and from the same ; contain- 
ing divers liberties aiid immunities. 

Indeed they very well deserved the favours be> 
Mowed on them; for it is certain, that upon the 
King of England's sending his servant the Garter 
King at Arms, to let them know, that for several 
great causes and <K>nsiderations, be had entirely re^ 
fused to comply with the marriage betwixt ^e 
Duke of Rothsay and his daughter, they repaid all 



THE BIiU£ BLANKET. 41 

4lie money, anioantiiig to 6000 merke, which be de» 
•iNireed on that aocoont. 

Haviog traced the Blue Blanket to the origin of 
.Che (^roiaadey.from whence it undoubtedly had its 
rise, I cannot pass over in silence^ the honour pot 
upon it by this monarch, who was the first that gave 
it the civil sanction,, not thinking the above dona* 
tives a sufficient reward to the loyal crafts, confirm* 
^ to them all the privileges of the Bla<e Blanket, 
:which they claimed by prescription, or an immemor 
vial possession, and ordahied it to be called in all 
lime coming, TXe Standard of the CrafU ttft/Ml 
Surgk : For that King, fnllof the spirit that w^ri)^ 
the blood of absolute monarcbs, highly resented the 
treatment Robert Codiran, mason, by hiki^ created 
Earl of Mar, bad met with by his factious nobles; 
would needs confer this dignity upon the trades, in 
whom he placed his special confidence. The tradee 
|hus honoured, renewed their banner ; or, to speak 
in the language ot heralds, their ensign, by way of 
pennon, and the Queen, with her own hands, painted 
upon it a Saltire, or St Andrew's Cross, a Thistle^ 
an Imperial Crown, and an Hamm^, with the fol^ 
lowing inscription.: 

Fear God, and honour the King, 
With a long life, and prosperous reign. 
And we, the Trades, shall evefr pray* 

' The crafts having now not only the cross, but the 
crown on their ensign, were as firmly persuad«Hl ot 
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tneoeiBS in AY their public ndSngs^ as Constant* 
the Great, the first Christian Ettiperor, in the year 
80S,' of defeating the tyrant Maxentius, when at 
nodn day he saw a IaiDino«» eroflt in. the air^ wifll 
tiiese words in Gfeek 

m HOC SI^NO VINCfiB. 

. The old nobilHy and gentiy were exeeedibgl^ 
miMed at the proceeidlAgs ^f the King, io re-esta^ 
Mteh bis a«thority ; but in the judgment of wis# 
and^loyal men, ▼ery ' linjaetly ; for, the foandattott 
(ef>alt obedience to «aperior6, ai«e rewards and pn^ 
nisfaments, and royalty is an iftrention of Dhrin^ 
wisdom, for tiie hap^ness of sabjeots ; •and Kings; 
being ^ootflEioii fathers to their people, are to re^ 
ward Tirttie wiierever they find it ; it is their (faity 
to do4t, and the promise of the King>of £iags« tiiat 
they shall do it : *< He will take :tbetr daughters, 
and make them apotbecai^ies, cooks, and bakers ; 
and he will tdke their sons, and appoint them to Uf 
chariots, and to be his horsemen, and he will maba 
them eapitains oiner thoosands* As . the wrath 'of m 
King is like the roaring oi a lion, .so jn the light of 
his countenance is life, and his favour a? the latter 
rain." 

As the crafts of Edinburgh, in the reign of his 
successors^ made a. very grajteCql and prudent use 
of the Blue Blanket, with respect to government, 
so they never failed, with this standard, ta /chastise 
ajl, who in the least infringed their rights and prir 
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vileges, which King James VL takes notice of in 
his Baaitiam DoroHj or, Advice to his Son and ap« 
parent successor Henry Prince of Wales, page 164, 
^ The craftsmen thinlc we should be content with 
fbeir work, how bad soever it should be ; and if hi 
any thing they be controled, up goes the B1u6 
Blanket." 

As they flourished in the favours of their Sove- 
reign King James iri. so did they in the reign of 
that courageous and pious Prince bis successor, 

KING JAMES IV. 

crowned at Edinburgh, 1489 ; who, for singular act? 
of loyalty performed by the city of Edinburgh, by 
his charter of confirmatian under the Great Seal^ 
to the said provost, baillies, council, and communi-^ 
nities of the said burgh, ratified and confirmed the 
two above charters granted by King James 111. 
and charter granted by Sir Robert Logan of Res-^ 
talrig ; which charter of confirmation is dated at 
Stirling, the 9th day of March 1510. And, by ano- 
ther charter, disponed to them the lands and haveii 
of Newhaven, with the haven, silver, and all eiher 
profits, duties, liberties and immunities pertaining 
thereto, dated at Stirling the said 9tb of. March, 
1510. Thus far was the city of Edinburgh honour- 
ed and privileged in the reign of King James IV. 
and were no less so during the government of hia 
son and successor, 
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KING JAMES y. 

For, daring the wars Hwixt him and the Earl of 
Northamberlandy John Armstrang, chief of a gang 
pf thieves, was inticed by the king's officers, to bay^ 
recourse to the king, who bad written a letter to bim 
with bis royal hand, to attend him at bis palace €>f 
Hally- rood-bouse : The l^ing hearing a distinct ac- 
4:ount of the crimes be was guilty of, ordained hiiQ 
to be committed to goal, and suffer, with his accon^jr 
plishes, according to law. I'his notorious high- 
way-man, with the assistance of his followers, drew 
upoM the klng'in his chamber of audience, who was, 
with much difficulty, rescued by the courtiers and 
ibeir attendants, and continued in their hostilities, 
designing to have murdered every soul in the royal 
palace, till it was noised in the City of Edinbnrgl;, 
l*hat the king was in imminent danger of being cut 
off by the hands of bloody ruffians : The crafts of the 
city rose, and slew every one of the assassins. The 
story is preserved in memory, not so much by o ur 
bistorians, who give but a faint account of it, as a bal- 
lad compiled by one of the greatest poets of that age. 

There dwelt a man in fair Westmorland, 
John Annstrmng nen did him call. 
He had neither lands nor rents coming ia. 
Yet he Icept eightscore men in his hall, Sic* 
Tlie king he wrote an letter then, 
^ A letter which was large and long. 
He sign*d it with his own hand. 
And be promis'd to do him no wrong. 
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' When this letter came John him til]» 
Hit heart was as bl>th as birds on a tree ; 
Never was I sent for before any king» 
My father, my grandfathery nor none but ne, &c 
By the morrow morning at ten of the dock, 
Towaid .bdiaborrow gone was he» 

. And with him all his eightscore of men* 
Good Lordf an it was a goodly sight to see* 
When John came before the king. 
He fell down low upon his knee> 
O pardon, my sovereign liege, he said 
O pardon my eightscore men and me. 
Thou shalt have no pardon, thou traitor strong, 
Nae for thy eightscore men and thee ; 
For to-morrow morning by ten of the clock, 
Both thou and them shall hang oh the gallow-tree. 

Then John look'd over his left shoulder ; 
Good Lord, what a grievous look looked he ! 
Said, < I have asked grace at a graceless face. 
Why there is nane for ye nor me.* 
But John had a bright sword by his side, 
And it was made of metal so free, 
That had not the king stept his foot aside, 

** He had smitten his head firom his fair bodie. 
Saying, * Fight on my merry men all, 
And see that none of you be ta*en; 
For, rather than men should say we were hang'd, 
Let them report that we were slain.* 
God wot, the trades of Edinburgh rose. 
And sae beset poor John around. 
That fourscore and ten of John's best men. 
Lay gasping all upon the ground| &€• 
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Having trac'd the loyal actions of the citizens,^ es* 
pecially the Crafts of Edinbargh, through the reigns 
of several Sovereigns ; before I proceed to the reign 
of Qaeen Mary, I must take notiee of the pious do- 
nations of an eminent Citizen of Edinburgh^ Mi<diael 
Macquhan, and bis Spouse, in fovours of the Ham- 
mermen, (who dedicated and^ conseerated the Blue 
Blankei to St Eloi*s altar in St Giles's Chorcfa) for 
founding of the Magdalen Chapel, where they now 
meet ; which is contained in tiie following Charter : 

** To all and sundry, to whois knowledge thir pre- 
sents sail come, and be seen, I Jonet Ryne, relict, 
executrix, ahd only intromissatrix, with the guds 
and gear of umpuhil Michael Macquhan, burges of 
Edinburgh, wishing peace in our Lord, makes known 
by thir presents, That when the said Michael was 
greatly troubled with an heavy disease, and oppress- 
ed with age, zit mindful of eternal life, he esteem'd 
it ane gud way to obtain eternal life, to erect some 
christian work, for ever to remain and endure : He 
left seven hundred pound, to be employed for tbe 
supplement of the edifice of the Magdalen chapell, 
and to the other edifices for foundation of the cha- 
pel, and sustentatioBofseven poor men, who should 
ooAtinually there pat forth their prayers to Qod Al- 
mighty ; for there was many others that had pro- 
mised to mortifye some portion of their goods for 
perfeiting and absolveing of tbe said wark, but they 
tailzied, and withdrew from such an holly and reli- 
gious work, and altogettier refused tiiereapoa to 
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d^fer the'sam&n. Quhilk thing I taking beaTiIy» 

and pondering it in my heart, what in sueb an difi* 

ele baainess sould be done ; at lasti I thought night 

and day upon the falfilling of my husband's will, 

ttfid took apojft me the bordea of the haill wark» and 

added tm> thofosand pound to the i^OO. left be my 

hMbtfMl: And I didputfufrththesesomnesrwholfy, 

after his deaths iipon the edification of that chapel, 

ornaments tbereoC and bailding of the edifice for 

the habitation of the dhaplane^ and seven poor men, 

and for buying of land, as well fie]d*land, as burgh* 

land, and yearly, annual rents^ for the nonrishment, 

snsttHitatioo, and clothing of them, as hereafter mair 

largely set down. Tkete/tn-ej ant tfe me^ To the 

praise and honour of Almighty God, and of his mo** 

ther the Blissed Virgin Mary, and of Mary Magdal* 

len, and of the haill celestial court, to have erected 

and edified aae certain chapell and hospital-hoase, 

lyeifig in the burgh of Edinburgh, apon the South-* 

mde of the King's high street, called the Gowgate, 

for habitation of the foresaid chaplain and poor, and 

that from the foundation thereof ; and has dedicate 

the samea to the name of Mary Magdall^),.andhav 

fondit the said chaplain, and seven poor, for to give 

forth their continual prayers unto Grod, for the sal* 

vation of the soul of our most iilustriotis-Mary 

Queen of Scots, and for the salvation of my said 

onquhil haaband's aopl and miae^ And iJso^ for the 

salvation of the souls .^f my fatberfS imd mothers, 

and for all th^ souls of those that shall pat to their- 

belpinshaad, or aqll g1^ Itny tbinK to this wicirk^ 
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As also, for the patrons ofthe said chapel : And aP 
80, for the souls of all those of whom we have had 
any thing whilk we have not restored, and for the 
wbilk we have not given satisfaction ; to hava. given? 
and'granted, and by this my present charter in poort 
and perpetual alms, and to have confirmed in mof «. 
tification: As also, to give and grant, and by tbtg 
preset charter, gives in poor alms and mortifiea*: 
tton, to confirm to Almighty God« with the Blessed* 
Virgin Mary, the said chapell and chapell-hoase, 
for the sostentation of ane secular chaplain, and se- 
ven poor men, and for the chaplain, and four poor 
brethren, to have their yearly food, and perpetual 
dUstentation witbiii the said hospital ; and for buy-1 
hig of their habits evi^ry twa year once, I mortify 
these annualrents under-written ; /o wiij An yearly" 
annualrent 6( Aughtscore and aught Merks money 
<»f Scotland, out of that annualrent of Threescore 
Pounds yearly^ to be uplifted and tana at twa terms 
yearly, Whitsunday, and Martinmas in winter, be 
equall portions, out of all and haill the barony of 
Camwath miln, and pertinents thereof, and the o&er 
Two Merks of the said annualrent of Threescore 
Pound) to be ap|>ly'd and used for my use^ during 
niy lifetime ; and after ray decease, to the ptH>r bre* 
tbren under^ written ; As also, for the dyet and sus* 
tentation of other Hiree poor ones, and bnjring of 
Aeir habits ilk tw& year» after the decefase of me' 
the said Jonet, reserving to me the liferent during^ 
my lifetime, viz. The foresakl annualrent of Twiei 
Merks of the said annoitlTent of Tbree^core Pounda 
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ywfy^ tto'be iipttfted (xf,0tibe lands of Camwath t 
j&8 also, ano'U^er yt&dj anncMfl ir^nt of Tweif^ 
Merks money of Scotland, y^eady to be uplifted, as 
Modis, ottt.of allandtaill tbe lands pertaining i;o 
Ceiberiiie Gillespie, and Jdhn'Oockburn bet spouse, 
lyttod in the bargb of Edinburgh, upon tbe South- 
Bide of tbe high street thereof, betwist the trans of 
the vennel called Hair's dose, and the trans of the 
vennel called Boithwick's close : as akOy another 
yeady annual rent often Merks, out of thO'tene-- 
ment of limqubile Andrew Harly, lying upon the 
north, part of tfaie King's high street: And aboj 
mother annual rent of twelve Merks, out of the 
tenement of land, pertaining to uroqublle Barnes* 
¥oung : And ako^ another annual rent of thirteen' 
•hillings and fonr^^pence out of tbe tenement of land 
pertaining to Edward Thomson, Baxter, lying in the 
said bargb, in Peebles Wynd. Whilk chaplain, and' 
his successors, shall have for their yearly sustehta*' 
tion twenty'-fionr Merks money of Scotland, out of 
the foresaid yearly annual rent of aught-score and 
•Qght Merks, during Jonet Rtnd's lifetime ; and 
after her decease, out of all tbe foresaid yearly an- 
noal Tents, to be taken up by himself at Whitsun- 
day, and Martinmas in Winter, every year in all 
time coming, by equal portions. Whilk chapl&in 
shall have the care, government and admbiistra* 
tion of the foresaid Hospital, and of the foresaid 
poor brethren, and of all other poor brethren tbiat 
sball^ in any time thereafter, be put theceinttll, and 
slutU, three tinnra in the year, provide to them the 
2 c 
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ecclesiastical sacrements, providing they be found 
meet and apt for receaveing thereof ; to wit^ the feast 
of Pasch, Penticost, and nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ Whilk chaplane alse shall see, that in the 
foresaids feasts, and other convenient times, chief- 
ly when they shall be sick of any heavie infirmity, 
how the foresaid poor shall be worthyly disposed 
for receaveing of the sacrament ; and for that effect, 
he shall exhort them, and shall charitably move 
them, and shall hear their confessions. And the 
said chaplain shall be obliged, every feriat time of 
the week if it be not ane feast-day, to make ane 
Mess of rest, with ane Psalm direct to the LORD, 
for the foresaid souls. Neither shall it be leisome 
to the said chaplain to have any substitute under 
him, to serve in the said hospital for him, except in 
time of infirmity and weakness allenerly ; to the 
whilk Mess the foresaid seven poor, and any o- 
thers to be found thereintil to be present, and to in- 
terceed at GOD for the foresaid souls ; and he shall 
have ane care, that the foresaid poor shall diligent- 
ly observe the whole foundation and articles as is 
herein set down. And farder, we will and ordain, 
that the said chaplane and his successors for the 
time, at the first terme of their entry and admission 
in the said hospitall, shall find sufficient caution to 
the patrons of the said hospital, for the well preser- 
vation of all the Jewells, ornaments, and others 
whatsomever, whilk sail belong to the said hospi- 
tal, to be delivered be them to the patrons under 
an inventar ; and that he shall not sell, nor put 



THE BLUE BLANKET. 61 

away any of the said ornaments, neither shall it be 
leisame to the said chaplane to embrace any other 
chaplanrie or ecclesiastick office ; whilk if he doe, 
his chaplanrie shall vaik without any declarator of 
any judge, and it shall be leisume to the patrons to 
confer the samen upon ane other. And if he be 
found incontinent of his body, either be lunary, adul- 
tery, incest, drunkenness, dissentions, or any other 
nottor or manifest crimes, and lound culpable by 
the patrones, or maist part of them, before ane not- 
tor and faithful witnesses, shall be three times ad- 
monisht to desist frae them, and after ane full year 
outrun, he be found incorrigible, it shall be confer- 
red be the patrons upon ane able chaplane. And 
farder, the said chaplane, every year, once in the 
year, for the said Michael and Jonet, sail make 
suffrages, which is, '^ I am pleased, and direct me, 
O Lord, with ane mess of rest; being naked, he 
clothed me ;" with two wax candles burning on the 
altar. l*o the whilk suffrages and mess, he shall 
cause ring the chapel bell the space of ane quarter 
of an hour, and that all the foresaid poor, and others 
that shall be thereintill, shall be present at the fore- 
said mess with their habites, requesting all these 
that shall come in to hear the said mess to pray for 
the said souls. And farder, every day of the bles- 
sed Mary Magdallen, patron of the foresaid hospi- 
tal, and the day of the indulgence of the said hos- 
pital, and every other day of the year, the said chap- 
laine shall offer up all the oblations, and for every 
oblation shall have twa wax candles upon the altar. 
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sOid twa at the foot of the iaiage of flie patron m 
twa brazen candleetickft^ and twa wax torches on 
the feast of the nativity of our Saxriottr, Faeehiy and 
Wfajtaonday^ x>l the days of. Mary MagdaUen, and 
of tiie days of the indulgences ^granted to the said 
hospital, and doubleing at other great feasts, with 
twa wax candles alenerly. And likeways, he «all 
presenre the pdtar in the ornaments thereof, and he 
sail preserve l&e jeweUs a^ ovnamettts <of the said 
attar ciean and tight, toid he sail be obliged and re* 
stmoted to fsratish bread, wine^ ai^ wax to the said 
hospital, for rthe liaill year. As also, the aaid chap- 
lone shall be <(bliged, at bis entry, before he be ad^ 
milted to the said hospital, to giye his gr^eat oath^ 
by tondnng the sacred Gvangile, that he ahall nei-« 
tfaerdireetly nor indirectly, by whatsomever pre- 
tence or coHor, aeek the derQgati<»n of this feunda* 
tion, in liaiU or in part, neither be himself nor be 
any 'Other fiarty ; nether shall he haire any dispen* 
satiiHi 407 derogation from ony other tbe time of hi$ 
admission ; neither shall he be put into the aaid 
ekaplanry be aqy other, but shall only h^re his ad^ 
nrissionfrom the saids patrons -to the effect, that if 
he derogate any thingfirom the said hospital, and 
shall not fulfil the tiaall artides^ittid claoses thereof, 
he shall be tiie 6iime 'patrons he remored, and^uio* 
tbipa* «(ble ^aplatn pot in faM place. And also, we 
wiil and declare, that the foreaaid^even poor men, 
ai)d likewite, any 'other of that bind that ohall hie 
tpundit or put (^eceintil be aiK^ otberji, tfaiat they 
^all give o^ctoic&io the said chaphin, inrgll jbio- 
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nertand leisome things^ as their aiuiottbted and 
lawfiil maeter of the said hospital ; and that none 
be admitted amoagst the said brethren' of the said 
hospital, but such as ape not raarvied, andnotistaiip^ 
edwith an coocabine, ov with any other notoriens 
crime, and tliat none be admitted except he be past, 
before bis admission, threescore years, except they 
be. impotent and miserable persons, who otherways 
aare notable to get their deity bread. And that no 
woman, howsoever miserable or hnf oten^, beany 
ways received or admitted in the said hospital ; and 
that HP woma» sbalt frequent this hoase of hospital 
at any time, and chiefly in the night time ; and Ihail 
one of the seven poor men, weekly, in his own 
txn^ sbatt he janitor, who shall open and steik the 
gates thereof, and shall make clean the said chapel 
and common hoase thereof every day, and keep it 
honest from all filth. And if it chance that the said 
janitor be sii;k for the time, that he qannot do it, 
then ane other of Ijie said poor brethren, in his 
tarn most able and meet, by the discretion of the 
said chaplain,, shall be appointed^ Aqd the said 
janitor, every day from Pasch to the feast of St 
Jade, from half six in the mQrning, he shall op- 
en the gate6» and close them . again at aught hours 
at night ; and the rest of the year he shall open at 
seven honrs in the morning, and close them agMn 
at seven at night, and shall ring the bell of the said 
chapel for the space of a quarter of an hoar, imme- 
diately after the opening, and a little before the 
qloeing : And that the seven poor, and every one 
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of them, shall immediately afler ringing of the bell, 
repeat the Lord's prayer five times, and the Aoge- 
lical Salutation fiily times, and the Belief of the 
apoaUes once in the day ; and tbey shell repeat the 
twa psalms that are called the Blessed Virgin's, 
before compleating of their dinner, and refection at 
twelve boars. And the dinner being done, the 
foresaid haill poor, within the said hospital for the 
time, shall conveen before (he great altar, and there, 
with their bowed knees, give five Pater Nostera, 
fifty Ave Maria's, and ane Creed. Sec." 

The hospital was founded by Michael M'Qoban, 
anno 1503; but Ibe charter given by the relict, 
1545. 

This chapel is adorned with the Arms of the good 



town of Edinburgh, being argent, a castle triple 
tower'd Sable, marsball'd of the Idt, surmonnted 
with Thanes gnles, supported on the dexter by a 
virgin lady, on the sinister with a deer, and Accolte : 
Behind the shield, the sword of honour and mace, 
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ensigned with an imperial crown ; below, in a com- 
partment, NISI DOMINUS FRUSTR A. 

Round this atchievement are the armorial ensigns 
of the foUowfng incorporations! according to their 
precedency. 

In the first oval. 

I. CHIRURGEONS.* 

Az. on a fess. Ar. a naked man fess-ways pro- 
per, Hwixt a dexter hand, palmed, and in its palm 
an eye proper, issuing out from the chief. In the 
dexter canton, a sal tire Ar. under an imperial crown 
Or, Or proper, surmounted of a thistle proper, Or 
yert. And in base, a castle Ar. masoned Sab. All 
within a border Or, charged with the several instru- 
ments suitable to the society. 

il. GOLD-SMITHS. 

Quarterly Gu. and Az. on the I. a Leopard's 
head Or, 2d, a covered cup, and in chief two annu- 
lets Or, 3 as 2, and 4 as 1 . 

III. SKINNERS. 

I 

Ermine on a chief Gu. three imperial crowns Or, 

* The Engravings of the Fourteen Incorporations' 
Arms will be found at the end of the book. 
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IV. FURRIERS. 

Fwrteiper fesGS On, aad Ar. a pale eountev-diorg- 
ed ^ tbe aame oQthe L three goato of tbe 2; 

V. HAMMER.MEN. 

Az* a hammer proper, ensign'd with an imperial 
crowiL 

VI. WRIGHTS. 

Az» a sqaare and compass Or. 

Vn, MASONS. 

Ar. on a cheyeron 'twixt three towers embattled 
Sab. a compass Or.. 

VIII. TAYLORS. 
Az. Scizars expanded Or. 

IX. BAXTERS. 

Az» three garbs Or^ from the chief waved, a hand 
issuing, holding a pair of balances extending to the 
base. 

X. FLESHERS. 

Ar. two slaughter-axes proper saltire-wajs, ac- 
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companied wlQ) tkvw eoWB hends cooped Sab. 2. in 
0ank, and 1. in bade, and on a chief Az. a boar's, 
btid coiq)ad twlxt two garbs Or. 

XI. CORDINERS. 

Az. their cutting-knife in pale, and in chief, a du- 
cal cr&^nt On 

XII. WEBSTERS. 

Ar. on a Chey. Az. 'twixt three Leopards heads 
of the same, holding in their mouths a spool or shut- 
tle of yam Or, as many roses 6u. 

XIIL HATTERS and WAKERS, 

Parted ^er pale Go* and Ar. on the 1. a Chey. of 
the last, 'twixt two hat-string bands in chief, and in 
base a thistle Or, on the 3. a sinister hand palmed 
proper, erected Jn pale 'twixt two hat-strings Sab. 
and in chief a hat of the last 

XIV. BONlf ET-MAKERS ax9 LITSTERS. 

Ar. a fess 'twixt two bonnets, Az. Or proper, 
tufted 6u. impaled with Or, a Chey. Ou. betwixt 
three cnsheons Az« 

And raumd A6 JBammer^-men^^ arm^, tSpi a ne^ond 
ovml^ ike tnstgM 0f^foUawing wt$. 
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XV, BLACK-SMITHS. ' 

Az. a Cher, betwixt three hammers, each en^ 
fiign'd with ducal crowns Or. 

XVI. CUTLERS. 

Gn. six daggers plac'd saltire-ways, two and two, 
proper, handled Or. 

XVII. SADLERS. 

Az. a Chev. betwixt three saddles Or. 

XVlil. LOCK-SMITHS. 
Az, a key impaled Or. 

XIX. LORIMERS. 

Az. a Chev. betwixt three horse-bridle bitts Ar. 

XX. ARMORERS. 

Arg. on a Chev* Gu. four swords saltire-ways, 
proper, handled Or, and on a chief of the second^ 
two helmets of the same. 

XXI. PEUTHERERS. 

Az. on a Chev. Ar. betwixt three portculices Or» 
as many Thistles vert, and flowered gules. 
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XXII. SHEAR-SMITHS- 

Gu* wool*shears impaled Az» 

Placed above these armsy are the Imperial Arms of 
Scotland, lAus blazoned y viz* 

Or, a lion ramp. 6u. armed and lingued Az. 
witbin a double treasure, flowered and counter-flow- 
ered, with Flower de Lisses of the 2. encircled with 
the order of Scotland, the same being composed of 
rue and thistles, having the image of St. Andrew, 
with his cross on his breast, above the shield an 
helmet, answerable to his majesty's high quality and 
jurisdiction, with a mantle Or, doubled ermine, a- 
dorned with an imperial crown, beautifled with 
Crosses patee^ and Flower de Lisses^ surmounted on 
the top, for his majesty^s crest, with a Lion Sejeant 
full-faced, Gu. crown'd Or, holding in his dexter 
paw a naked sword proper, and in the sinister, a 
sceptre, both erected pale-ways, supported by two 
unicorns argent, crowned with imperial, and gorg- 
ed with open crowns, to the last chains affixed, pas- 
sing 'twlxt their fore-legs, and reflexed over their 
backs On he on the dexter embracing and bearing 
up a banner of cloth of gold, charg'd with the royal 
arms of Scotland ; on the sinister, another banner 
azure, charged with the St Andrew's cross argent, 
both standing on acopartment placed underneath, 
from which issues two thistles, one towards each 
side of the escutcheon ; and, for motto, in an escrol 
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above all. In Bqfene^ ; Trnder the table of the oo- 
partment Nemo me impune lacesseL 

The hammermen's seal, is the ^gies of St Bloi 
in his apostolical vestments proper, standing in 9 
church^'porch, a porch adorned with five pyramid 
steeples engraven, each surmounted with a plain 
cross, holding in his dexter a hammer bar-ways^ 
and in the sinister a key bend-ways. Round the 
efiSgies are these words, SigiUtim cemmune ar4i» 
7\uUalarum. 

The above fundamental charter, in favours of the 
Magdalen hospitid, is swelled with the popish doe* 
trine of merit, and gives us a true representation of 
the ehicaary of Romish priests, who to fill their cof- 
fers, and make their kitchens smoke, set heav^en it- 
self to sale. The avarice of church-men in these 
dark timeS) as the learned &r George M^Kensie in 
his printed pleadings observes. Was so extravagants 
that the legislature in Germany, Denmark and other 
countries, tax'd the Quotas of pious donations, lest 
the people, decoy'd by their priests to purchase 
heaven, should have starved themselves upon eartii. 

As the Hltmmermen have St Eloi and St. Mary 
Magdalen for their Guardians ; so the Chirurgeons 
have St Mungo ; which aj^eard by their Seal of 
Cause, a Copy of which follows ^: 

" TiSiii all and sundry whas knawledge thir jMrer 
sent letters shall com. The Provost, Baillies, and 
Councill of the burgh of Edinbilrgh, greettaig, in 
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God ev6rl4Urtiiig ; WU^^t U^UeereitgH Thid; the 
day of the date of these Preeemts^ coaipeired befom 
Ua^ atttaiiid in judgement ia the Tolbaith of the said 
burgh, the Kirk-Master*, and Brether of the Sar* 
geona and Barbaris within the saaoe, and presented 
to us their bill and supplication, desiring as^ for the 
loving of Glod, honour of our soveraigne Lord, and 
all his Hedges, and for worshipe and policy of this 
bwrgh^ all for the guid rule and order to be had and 
nade amongst the satda Crafts in tyroe to come. 
That y^ ^auld grant tad consent to them the Pru 
vQedges, Ruls and Statuts contined in the said bill 
and sopplicatiod, qllL after follows : 

" To you, my Lord Prorort, Baillies, and wor- 
thy Council Of this guid towne, right humble meantii 
and sbaws. Your dayly isetlritc^s the kirk-mfaster 
alid brether of th^ Sufgeonit and Birbars within this 
bragbe. That wh^r6 we bellere it is \^eall knawne 
tiU all yor wiedotea, how that we uphald an altar 
situate within the OoUedge*kirk of St Giles, in ho-^ 
nour of God, and St Mi^go, our patrone, and has 
nae importaace to uphc^id the sam&, but our sober 
oukleye penny and upsets, qulks are small in ef- 
fect till austaace and upheld our said altar in all ne- 
cessary thing d convenient thereto. And because 
we ar, and ever wea of guid mynd to do this guid 
touh aU the stede, pleasure aad service that we oane 
or may, baith w walking, witfdidg^ atenting, and 

* DMcen, «r ebi«f muter ef the aacoipomCioib 
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bearing of all portable charges within this bragh at 
all tymsy as other nightbours and crafts does with- 
in the same. We desire at your lordships and wis- 
doms, till give and grant till us, and our successors, 
the rules, statute and priviledges under- written, 
qhilk ar consonant to reason, honor to our sover- 
aign lord, and all his lieges profit, and love to his 
guid town. 

" In (hefirsty That we might haue yearly chosne 
amongst us, our kirk-master and over-man, to whom 
the haill brethren of the crafts forsaids shall obey 
for that year. 

" 3^0. Iteniy That nae maner of person occupy 
nor use any points of our said crafts of Surgery, or 
Barber craft, within this briigh, but gif he be first 
frie-roan and burges of the saroen, and that he be 
worthy and expert in all the poynts belongand to 
the saids crafts, diligently and avisedly examined, 
and admitted by the masters of the said crafte, for 
the honorable serving of our said sovereign lord, 
his lieges, and nightbours of this brngh : And a&e. 
That every man that is to be made frie man among 
us, be examined and provit in thir points following : 
That is to say, that 

'^Heknaw anatomia, natur and -complexion of 
every member of humans body ; and lykwise that 
he knaw all the veins ol the samen, that he may 
maik phlebothomia in due tyme, and alse that. 
And alse. That he knaw in qnhilk member the sign 
hes domination for the "tyme ; for ever ilk man 
aught to knaw the natur and substance of every 
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thing be wirks, or else he's negligent ; and that we 
may haae anes in the year ane condempait man 
after he be dead, to maik anatamia of wherthrow 
we may bane experience ilk ane to instract others, 
and we shall do sufferage for the sanl. 

** SHo. And that nae barbar master nor servant 
within this burgh, bant, use nor exerce the craft of 
surgery, without he be expert, and knaw perfectly 
the things aboue written ; and quhat persons that 
shall happen to be admitted frie men or masters to 
the saids crafts, or occupy s any part ,of the same 
shall pay at his eotrie for his upset, five pounds 
usual money of Scotland, to the reparation and ap- 
halding of our said altar of St* Mungo, for divyne 
service to be done thereat, with a dinner to the 
masters of the saids crafts at his admission and 
entress amangst us ; except, and that every frie 
man master of the said crafts, one of his lawful 
gottne sons to be frie of any money peying, ex- 
cept the dinner to be made to the masters, after he 
be examined and admitted by them, as said is. 

'* 4io. liemy That nae master of the saids crafts 
shall talk any apprentice or fled man in tyme com- 
ing, till use the surgeon craft, without he can baith 
writt and reade. 

** And the said master of any of the saids crafts 
that talks any printice shall pay at his entrie to the 
reparation of the said altar, twenty shillings, and 
that nae master of the saids crafts, receipt or re- 
ceive any other masters prentice, or servant, quhilst 
the issue of his tearms be runne, aind wha that does 



bearing of all portable chains within this bnigh at 
all tyms, as other Rightbonrs and crafts does with- 
in the same. We desire at yonr lordships and wIb- 
doms, till give and grant till us, and oot snccessors, 
the rales, statnts and priviledges under- written. 
qhilk ar consonant to reason, honor to our sover- 
aign lord, and all bis lieges profit, and lore to his 
guid town. 

" In the first. That we might haue yearly chosne 
amongst us, oar kirk-master and over-man, towbon , 
the haill brethren of the crafts forsaids shall obe; . 
for that year. 

" Srfo. Item, That nae maner of person occup. 
nor use any points of our said crafts of Surgery, c 
Barber craft, within this brngh, Irat gif be be fln ~ 
frie-man and hurges of the samen, and that he t 
worthy and expert in all the poynts belongand ' 

the saids crafts, diligently and avisedly examin^ 
and admitted by the masters of the said cralte, ( . ' 
the honorable serving of our said sovereign lo. ^ ' ' 
his lieges, and nigbtbours of this brngh : And oL 
That every man that is to be made frie man amc , ~ 
na, be examined and provit in tbir points followii. 
That is to say, that ' 

" He knaw anatomia, natur and -complexion 
every member of humans body ; and lykwise t , "~ 
he knaw all the veins of the samen, that he ^ ^*= 
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brether of the adds crafU readily obey, and oone 
to their liirk master, or deacon^ at all tyms, quhen 
they shall be required tbereta by the said offieef ^ 
for till hear quarter eompts^ or till arise for aay 
thing concerning the conunon weall of the suda 
crafts ; and wba that disobeys, shall pay SOs. to thft 
Teparation of the said altar ; and that nae persons^ 
man nor womm within tbia bnigb, maik nor sen 
any aquavitte within the samen, except the said 
mAiters, brether, and ff ie me» of the said crafts, 
under the pain of escheat of the samen, bat fiiyoaiv: 
Beseeking 

*^ Heirfor your lordships and wisdoms^ at the re* 
yerence of God, that ye will avyze with thir our 
simf le desyrs, ruls, statata and priviledges abotre* 
wriUne, and grant us the same ratifyd and ap|xroTe» 
by yow, under yor eoHwnon seall of cause i and 
with the. grace, we sbaU do sik service and pleaeur 
to the king's grace,, and the good, that ye shall ba 
contentit thereof; and yor deliverance hetrantil 
I humbly beseek. 

«< Thb quhilkkll of siHVlic&tion^ wUh tber nrl, 
statttts and privile^ges contind tberintill, betrnd reaii 
before as in jadgment ; and we therewith beaml 
ripUe and distinctly advysed, thinks tlie same con- 
sonant to reason^ and nae hart to oar sovereign 
loid'a hynes, iis» nor nan other of bis liedges,^ tberH 
iHkiU : And thesefor we consent apd gxant Hbm saom 
ttf tber for saids crafts of sargeDavy bbA barbate, and 
to theif sQCoessora. And m suae kr aa we BBBjr^ 
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and hes pouer, confirms, ratifys and approves the 
saids statuts, ruls, and priviledges in all poynts and 
artikls contind in the said supplication above-writ- 
tne. And this to all and sundry quhora it eflFeirs, 
or ibay efFeir, we maik knawne by thir our letters ; 
anid for the mair verification and streanth of the' 
samen,wehawtoohungenourcomon seall of cause." 
At Edinburgh, Ist July, the zear of God, 1505. 

» 

. The seal of the good town is appended with this 
inscription round it, 

SigiUum burgi de Edr. ad causua. 

- The crafts, who behaved so loyally before they 
were incorporate, and formed into societies, con- 
tiniied to flourish in their sovereign's favours, and 
were warmed with beams from the throne ; a sig- 
nal instance of their fidelity to King Jafties V. I 
cannot miss to relate. The crown being debitor to 
the town of Edinburgh in vast sums, for which she 
bad not only the security of the government, but 
the personal obligations of the monarch ; wearied 
with disappointments, and the merchants murmur- 
ing for want of payment from the town, to whom 
they had given considerable loans, for the behoof 
of thepublick ; the magistrates, and merchants in 
concert, raised a mob, and gave directions to the 
ring-leaders, what^ and how far to act, to insult the 
King as he was passing the streets to the parlia- 
ment house ; who, after a scuffle with his guards^ 
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violently seized upon his sacred Majesty, and thrust 
him within the walls of their common gaol : Some 
of his Majesty's retinae having alarmed the deacons 
of crafts with what had happened, the trades in- 
stantly conveened, dnd unanimously agreed, that 
their ensign should be displayed, for convocating 
the lieges, to rescue their captive monarch ; which 
was accordingly done, and soon procured him to be 
liberate, and safely conveyed to his royal palace of 
Holyrood-bouse. The magistrates, who had hound- 
ed out the mob, dreading the consequence of their 
traiterous actings, and knowing the weak side of 
Cuthbert, the deacon conveener, who headed the 
trades, bribed him by a lusty purse of gold, to be- 
tray his trust. 

The king next morning sent for Cuthbert, (whom 
he called his faithful general) and told him, he had 
a grateful remembrance of the loyalty and valour 
of his faithful subjects the trades of Edinburgh, and 
was resolved to confer some remarkable token of 
favour upon them. 

Cuthbert, well instructed by the magistracy and 
merchant council how to behave, answered, 

" May it please your excellent Majesty, we your 
obliged and devoted servants the trades of Edin- 
burgh, did nothing but what was our bounden duty. 
But since your Majesty is graciously pleased not 
only to remember, but reward our dutiful beha- 
viour, I presume, in name of my brethren, to be- 
seech your sacred Majesty, to make your most 
faithful and.loyal servants, the trades of Edinburgh, 
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ia aJH tioia etmiiig, fr«e of fbat toilsome sttaAt of 
being no^^istirafces of the hargfa, and let the cfoloyBl 
merchants be hencefcnrth loaded witii tibe officeu^ 

The King surprized with the sapplicatieo, gaTe 
ft smile, and said^ ^ Catbbert, It shall be done/* 

The vttn's treacherj was soon, blowfi aboiit^ to 
the amazement of the incorporatioBs,. who iound, 
ftat theic Icqraltj, which they justly expected wo«id 
have advalieed tiieir interest, as it did their honoar, 
had torzied tat theis retd detriment ^ And- tiiererore, 
tbey applied to the eonrtiers, to repcesmut t&kis 
majec^ how vifiainonsly they had been faetrayedL ' 
Ab soon 86 tiie King was inionned, he commanded 
the etaStB to lay tiieir demaads before him,, which 
they accordingly did in a short memcMrial, draviog 
Us majesty would be pleased to conirm alt their 
aaeient prhrileges of the Blue Blanks. Hia majea.. 
|j> grackrasly received their petition ; and not OBiji 
grants their request, corroborating all foo^mav 
granti^^ and privilieges bgr immemoKial possessioa ; 
but considerably enlarged its authority, declaring^ 
tbatwheneTer they displayed their ensign of (be 
Blue Blanket,^ either in defence of the crown, or 
i^rafte» all araftsmea; id Scothmd, and solders in the 
King's pay, who had- been edocate in a trade, should 
repair to that standard,, and fight und^ the com« 
maud of their geni»al« Tboa did that excellent 
meonarcb reward ioyatty, and the treadberous coib- 
.veener was murdered at the Noi^th Loch, near a 
well, yet known by the name of Cuthbert's weU. 

This was certainly tbe highest bonoor tbe King 
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could put upon the crafts ; for a standard bath been 
esteemed so in bU ages. Hence tiie scripture ex-^ 
presses the strength and power of the Church bj a 
standard, Cant. vi. 4. '* Thou art beautiful , O my 
love, as Tirzah, comeljr as Jemsailem, terrible as 
an army with banners," and the love and favour of 
God. Cant, it 4. ^ He brought me into the ban- 
qnetiqg bouse, and his baamer over me was Jove." 
Cant. V. ikD. According to the Hebitew text, ** My 
belor^ed is ^the standard-bearer among ten thou- 
sand.;" which our translators very defectively ren* 
dec, ** The chief amongst ten thousand." Awl 
the antiquity and honour of the standard is more^ 
ptainiy expressed in the book of Numbers, ,iL 2, 
ifcc. *' Every man of ihertribe of Israel shall pitch 
byihis own standard, with the ensign of their &* 
tber's house, far oflf, about the tabernacle of the 
congregation shall they pitch, and on the east side, 
toward the rising of the sun shall they of the ston* 
dard oi the camp of Judah pitch throughout theic 
armies, and Naariion, the son of Amminadab, shall 
be captain of the children of Judah. On the west 
side shall be the standard of the camp of Epbraim^ 
accordiog'to 'their armies, and tiae captain of tbe 
sons of £phraim shall be Elishama, the aon ^of 
Ananibud. The standard of the camp of DaUiShall 
he on the .north, side, by their armies," i&c. 

As the. Almighty has* compared the power of his 
jehuEch to, and'lmnourediiis saints with aatandard ; 
so bath it .been tiBex»sti&min.all ages of the wjodd, 
for generoiia princes, iuirewacdii^g v4Uour<aiid.nobl£ 
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atchievements, to confer a standard ; as Gaillim, in 
his display of Herauldry, observes, Hungus King of 
Picts gave to his warriors an ensign, bearing the 
figure of a cross, in the fashion of a saltire. Philip 
king of France, or (as Favin would have it) Bald- 
win the First, king of Jerusalem, gave to his follow- 
ers an ensign, with two red crosses united in to one ; 
and to the christian merchants of Naples, who 
fought against the Saracens for the christian religion, 
whom he made knights of Rhodes, now of Malta, 
a white cross, to be worn on their left shoulder. 
Reme Duke of Anjou, king of Jernsalem and Sicily, 
gave to his warriors an ensign of crimson velvet, 
with a golden crescent, and ennamell'd red, because 
they had been long dy'd in blood. Arthur^ king of 
the Britons, (as Seger remarjks), founder of the 
order of the Round Table, institute the fraternity 
of the knights of the table, in token of brotherly 
love, and gave them a round table» which yet hangs 
in their castle : And, to give no more instances. 
Sir John Smith got from King Charles I. the royal 
standard which he carried off at the battle of Edge- 
hill, and was knighted under it. 

Since kings in ail ages have bestowed the ensign 
upon well deserving persons, we need not wonder 
that the kings ot Scotland, to whose blood genero- 
sity is congenial, bestowed this standard of the 
Blue Banket upon tradesmen, who rendered them- 
selves noble by their actions : As Diogenes says, 
f ' Nobleness of blood is a cloak of sloth, and a vi- 
zard of cowardice ; but immortal is their fame upon 
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whom princes confer honours; according to their 
deserts, for defending the holy church, king, or 
country." And what reason can be assign'd, why 
tradesmen should not be advanc'd as well as others, 
since the greatest princes on earth have been ar- 
tists. Henry Peocham tells, That Solyman the 
magnificent, his trade was making of arrows. In 
Venice, every artificer is a magnifico. In the low 
countries, mechanicks are declared gentlemen, by a 
grant from king Charles V . in consideration of their 
services during his wars. And to all those who 
contemn mechanicks who raise themselves by their 
valour, I must give the memorable imswer of Ver- 
dage, a Spaniard, and a General in Friezland, to 
some persons of quality, who resented his taking 
the head of the table at a publick entertainment : 
" Gentlemen, question not my birth, (tho' I be the 
son of a hangman), for I am the son of my own de- 
sert and fortune. If any man do as much as I 
have done, let him take the table-head with all my 
heart.'* 

Thus far have 1 trac'd the loyalty of the crafts 
of Edinburgh, and shall now proceed to the reign 
of 

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS. 

During whose minority, a controversy being be- 
twixt the magistrates of Edinburgh and the deacons 
of Crafts, for breaking in upon the legal privileges 
of the incorporations ; which so inflamed the deacons 



^>tlfe. trades wHb> a»vhewjtr?^iito€nft,4bl^t, »'*to 
!i;ojboj0tii of Edint^rg^i, wl^^|retb^.c(XKir^.pf, Justice 
tl}pn sat, they dre^ tWr syfor^s, dejaaandiog, lus-? 
t^ 5 ,fHi(iif.ttiqy; Ji|id jjot l^e^n rj^strakiftd by tte 

jt^a|^s xsftUpd ,tp tl^eir ; ^s^etai^ipe, they hadf beeqpfeil- 

j,^ B^ing tiiue.peliev^d, i]iej eommiit^ tjbe agsas- 
,i|ia^,,^^th^y. .terooe^ thejji, .prisos^r^ lo the^^i?;^^ 

4if\erof*)t,<tiU.1^e,&?^^ hmn& wtet 

iA.tb^.^ba^pe,ftf tfiefti' (J^^iiQan^, and co^taded.t© 
ji^i^e theiflPb^rftar j^e^i^Y^-faiUog'ipethQd o\, dSw^ 

Hierebytcgnj^qc^ted Al^^ttWids.of 4h^ King> .J^ge* 
4*^ifi.^^Jry^"fe?'^fhpijr»,{ 1 .; •/ '• ■ . /. , ' •„ ... 
,; The e;xitw>jdiw4ry wncoor^ of {p^^lf^- uliaflmied 
Jfc^M?^g<)!?I^W^*?>^:^fe^^^.*he King's ptrivy .icppoctf 
^etvupw jtb^iQxtr^o^di^^ry Qipergeii^i wd rpaoJiT/?d, 
l^the^earl ,of,Ai]pw sfeoqld interpose bi^^rogwd 
^^ority, apdMopiprtOqednrQ of the lords of Jwtir 
j^m'y^^.beforip y/hf^pj^vrv^ fL mrimml pjcoc^^s jnt^til;* 
^^ait the in^tio^i^e^tjtb^ 8aids,^&^g»|b?ate9 K^tSAin- 
bttjrgb^ against Uio dekcons of crafts, and to im[ipr* 
.t^e the differences betwi^ them to- be su^n^gigifeed 
tp' hivfXp The ^^ise regent comi^lia} with (h^ ^d^s^ee^ 
4^^d ^jnyished the following edict- ;.- 

.t *^Ja8Qce and tTnatice Cl^ds:, and zpttr-depiitis. 
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ret» Thomas ^cbort» Archbald £)tew«r» An^^ SA* 

Downwieke, WiUium Par<)ie^ William Q9iviti9> ^ 
ing in warde, within the castle of Edinbaj^)>,.|((^#]- 
leadg^dfiMnriDgof quhinzearis in the tolbuith oC 
Edinbargh, in presence of the provost and baillies 
thwofi tbe :^L Asey of ningust instant mi AflPth* 
biingwg ;of tiip ^^ J^n^ of <tbe. Ai^ j^a$fkpU 
In Pur, prearoce^ K^JlUt;, ^Dx^Ballijf OuiHi^ h«»ib.{in- 
diuLieqxetiiB to oivlerlye the law ibr tbesanoyj^Q^anA 
for ^1 otbeias..cryjaiep tbi^t . ic^n be impute U>, ik^m%. 
the X. day of October nixt to icaxp».,as the a^ ol^Ur 
journal maid thairapon beirs : Howbeit, as we are 

infoHDivt, the jsaldis per^opis are junocei^t pf tbi^tH/aWa 
iaiesgit.crinw. . OUR WII^LIS HJEIBFQRfi;,;B»d, 
£or pertain ntheris xeasopable cfinse^,^^ (:QD^i4^ra^v 

tipnifi moveing ujb, we cha.r/pB RQw^atncitly^aid €p«i^ 
mandis, that incpntincjnt, efter tb^jslcbt Wwt: *p, 
desist apd seiss fraeaUprepej^diogf^mn? the.|Sf^ 
persons, or ony otheris cj^^i^p^e^i .pf ibp:.gftidl5r 
bur^h^ for , the saidis allegett ^rymeg, .^till th^ .^ 
above wijitteji.; pr/or ppy pt;hel:i^;Crw^€i, ,a<:UQAUf» 
triB^^eftsipAis, cry mis, o.r qflGencess (jviih^tpppw-^,, 
(IQlpitJ^rPr dpne^be tfeaipe^ or pnj of ,tha.me 4n.,Ojp7 
tiioe. bygwe junto the dfiy ,of the dftt^ vterepf 5 j^ 
(^ptUipwe jthe^samjn to flie ttod day ,of ,t]^e /ajr. 
RfedWWS^ip^ ?pw pthirvy:ftyes.tbmrpf, wd pf ^b^mic 
pja^j^s. jba Jbftt pv1tein^.th^,.ro^^^ b<e Jth^r , jpi:^^ 

m^y Wt^tjjitendiqg pfjy.>)rja#i3pi ^.^^p 
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tfaereia, as ze will answer to us thelrupon. Sub- 
serivjt with our band, and gevine under our signet 
at Hdy-rude bouse, tbe first day of September, the 
zcir of God one thousand five hundred and forty 
tbxee zeJFs. 

JAMISG." 

Tbiis, the crafts defended the rights and liberties 
of the Blanket to the exposing of their lives ; for 
they could not bruik the unjust proceedings of the 
magistrates, and therefore determined to keep them 
intire, which they had obtained by an infinite mul- 
titude of great actions. 

^ ■ ■ 

I must here take occasion to remove a Common 
objection against the authority, of the Blue Blanket^ 
that it never had any legal privileges: For, had 
ilGFt the regent known, that the crafts were warrant- 
ed to display their colours when the privilege^ of 
their Incorporations were violate, he would surely 
have done justice to the magistrates, in punishing 
tbei^e cr^t9 a$'a seditious rabble, and with the pow- 
er-of th^ Queen's forces, reduced them to obedience, 
especially the deacons, by whose authority the lieges 
were convocate, who. were prisoners within the 
King^s garrison : But it is remarkable, though the 
banner was displayed in his own presence, as his 
(edict relates, he did not punish them for a trespass 
ajgaUist law, but was forced to have a recourse to 
p61ic5r, to stop the eflfusion of christian blood, by in- 
terpelling the judges of justiciary from proceeding 
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agloBt tbem for their riot, in Mseufltihg tbe mt^^ 
tracy iti their court of justice wtth weapons ; fOfdo* 
jDg of which they were certainly culpable, ahd there* 
fore he obliged them to find baill as to that. W6 
mast undoubtedly coiK^Iude, they justified their ae- 
tings in displaying the Blanket^ otherwise there had 
certainly been a law enacted, prohibiting them from 
that practice for tbe future, under the pain of high 
treason. 

Though the crafts and other citizens of Edin^ 
burgh made a bold stand for the gloi1oii& refdrmf^- 
tlon, (which was carried on in the reign of this 
beautiful, learned, but unfortunate fedy, Qliee^ 
Mary, who tenaciously adhered to the interest of 
the Rotnish church) in a more tunmltu«iry way than 
ia England, and other reformed countries : Y^tbad 
they a just sense of their obedience to Gssar^' and 
acted nnderthe influence oltbatciiristkntniEifim^t;^ 
*^ That it is the dnty of the people to pfay ofor mk* 
gbtraies^ 4o honour ^thbirpersonsy pajy ijiem ti^!bi)te^ 
obey their htwfiil commands, to b6.-0abj6ct' to tb^ 
w&pvi^ for conscieoce sake ;• 'and; tbat - ictSd^liy 
and^diflfefienca in religion • ckttii not makoi v^id '"ttie 
mi^tstrates Jiirt.aiid>legal right,' n^i^firee tki people 
from. doe obedience/ to them," So that their a6^' 
tions^ during this reign, iii^hen turbulent* factiond 
were bandying one another, Meowed a venerable 
dMMTum. And the Qiieen .was sensible of j^eif 
loyalfy, as is evident from tibe preamble of a chart 

' - • ■ . ' * : ' '' 

« Wioatmiiiiter Owfeidon of F«tb, ctiipb ji^^ 



.feu^ fgreattseft), to the :)pmTi0dt^ .i«fM|i»c^ ftf^d ^^s^aor 
I^V^t^f^^^^ :^p^fftH^^tBnmi^ ^WwlwHyrtpfjitb? 



of ff^e' t^imlasv &c«'* Jis is at fnore, l^ngjl^b^^f^yp^f^ 



I6O7, and ratified by the said John Lord Thirles* 
toufi^ittiif iN^dii^ pfairtb<l;rlBfiiiiiim.j flGMMtt^iibacoDB 



'FM^ To^P er4A» el Edliib««ebi gnd Buintiiiwt;; 

when the Qaeefi bad reeoume tO'^arnie^i to- opppte 
th^ iSltf efai Hf my mil Vmi msB^m ^im^ mtu^ npiffer 

ib^VI«0e 4)fMgM>to fidtaibttrgk ;. rw]imm^ Uvirtwi lof 
iov^r<^ • WiCl^^tecmii^ aind> dtfflt^t anf^in^^gfti^ fjir J;tt- 






• CmrfgfM UemtiTHV* $8» iN»4'3MlWVM9»«ifi, jlPr B^* 
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Thid^ die hore with fortitude :of mind beeonriog a 
chnstian, and a Queen ; but next morning, when 
she opened the windows, and beheld not only MJ^ong 
guards placed before the entry to the house, but a 
banner displayed on tbestrejsti on NKrJ^ich was paint- 
ed her d^ad husband. King Henry, beneath the 
shade 0f a tree, with the jnoung priiK^ by :hi8 side, 
and the motto, Judgis Mid tfiv^ge my cause^ O 
LORD9 she burst into tears, aud complained against 
tbeil£^0ilte she sQceifi^, < bagging : the pf^oj^e to 
cosapassionate her^ now bc^cgme a aaptiva* The 
honest crB%, jpine4 with other loyal citizen^i pierc- 
ed jwith pty to see th^ir sovereign thus used, and 
their ensign displayed, where tberensign of the Blue 
Blanket used to- be €^recled in the cause pf lojially, 
or<^w.ded to tbe place, and coidpelled tl^e conspiFa* 
tt>rs to restore her to her palape of Holy-itiod* 
house* » 

. I must indeed^, as a faithful ihistoriograpber, re^ 
late that, anno 1571, when the assoc^iatons against 
the Qu€^n held a parliami^nt in tb^ ,Canong^te, the 
Gitj)r of Edinburgh being possessed by the loyalist 
troops,.the j^rafts, who believed their religion to be 
in emineiit danger, displayed tbe Blue Blanket, 
j(whid>9 in aneiont. times, tbpj? were in use to do for 
tbe defence of religion) at the town of Leitb, as Mr 
Crawford y Historiographer to Queen Anpe, relates 
it, in his memoirs of the afl^a of Scotland, • during 
tbe;reign of Queen Mary, p^ .210. ^^ The citieians, 
who either liked not the Queen, or the new magis- 
trates, went offin an intire body to Leitb^ and set 
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op their' own standard ; upon wfaic^ wkb writteB^itt. 
golden letters, * For God and the King $' •i»iiMUl<% 
qaijBhed the loyalists." - . ' • . ^ 

■ ■ •' '. ♦ 
If now proceed to the' reign of 

KING JAMES VI. OP SCOTLAND^ ANI> L 

OF EXGLAjND. • : la 

The dty of Edinbhrgh gave the highest testkBroJ 
mes oMbeit love and toyaHy to tbeir in&nt'vo^ 
vereign that they were capable of^and'opiKlMd 
the earl of Morton regent, who roled the roast', afad 
over-awted the young' king's inoliniation^ to meVcy. 
Morton, to gain the affections of 'the citisens of 
Edinbnrgh, annb 157^> caused summon' a- partial 
raent to meet at Edinburgh, and the^king to iMve 
Stirling, where formerly parliaments were held. 
When his majesty, upon his journey tO'the<eftpital 

city, eaoie near the Westport, he alighted f4^om'' bis 
borse,'afld a stateiy canopjr of purple*o4)k)Ured' vel*- 
vet being held over his head, hd received 4,he itiil** 
gistrates ^f the ctty^ who cAxne bare-h^ded Iili'tfa6 
way without the gate ; within the gate stood -Solo* 
mon, with a numerous traki in Jewish ^habito, 'With 
the two women- contendiDg fur the 'chifld|'>as Is i<e>- 
corded 1 Kings ifi. !'...< 

As his majesty ascended the West^bow^ there 
hang down from the arch of the old poit a large 
globe of polished brass, but'0f'wiHch> a little bt^y, 
cloathed like a Cupid, descended in a machine^ and 



m lemAiwsxmrog 
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nyipg tb© action. • ^ . 

< .)^heo he 4;^inQ nibwK; Ib^: Hlgln rt i ieet a»;«fiirtas 
tb^ Tolbpotbi Pea^, Plenty wd Ja«tioe met bim^ 
&ikli^Y^g«6df;Mt«iOB. 6i*eofc» XetBOiiiKui.lJ^etti^ 
bmgiiageflh. jOpiKiati^e « tah .Cbt jM^t ebnncb ^etood 
B^Iigio^y wbo^^ddvesee^bimintbe Hebrew tongue: 
l^po^iv^i)^ J^ wild. piftiMB0d te.eiiler tbe^cMteb* 

ed on a. gHdiKl :hogiAu»)«^at>1iie^mairfcet^p^8ejidisW«« 

ivbile a^mdingy 4«i|l tbe< firardte cry li^ . ^ .(QrodesMi 
tb(3fK)f^" AtMbb»4ti8l g#0>^ YfM aiMledilriafiDii^ 
je(%t»>liiiiK«iftjr> awtobeiie ibnti 4bef«Mealdgie8 of 

i9Wf^wmf0ts!Bmg^ tt?ttlii(|ri9tttk«B attdi^tieti tqmitry) 
tbffialfbi^iiifiNm^^' ^bdl€wv<^ ibeicadnon 
flifpgtfr^mtbaittMrflefiftai U» niejealjf t retidikMilile 

%N^)Mrtthet0mling' 411 fltM^ iMnop 'aodncffMrncnf « 

gf^aad }«My b^e.to'hiaeacred nMgeetjrrtb^^^'^W 
a Bdddm^kiliig^ of iJftuiBii ; . I^ 



'1 . i^j • .• .1 '. 1' 



Piieebjterien gfoyemment being eatabliabed in the 
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yte^ teNii*Mfldiig>wailld w>ttere *akeT^ 

M Wi Q D »hfemfiD;9Mirorti^*iui< BfAliitMi(1)eing'iMetli^ 

tefem Ibrfriify leotincU for t0dHi«mif»ai»rtt/<bilis;^^tt^^^ 

prifttege^ofibetr eedeaiafltididiBdidffi^ aadhi^ftli^ 

peiihli kN^^-pkittid'oetolifahftnt.- - << ' '<-'>. ^ '^ ^•'' ^.'' 

gMcv#m#aeifl3>l}r;ky Ms, ttDfi^I vpMei«iiliaH>ti,t^'^ 
«lftlloi^4t antiiofaiwM eoMoisatiottytilii^ oonHf bitoa^ 

^yMet^n'iettnwit 4otft^into!ilie>go0d4r-ihei^Hli9c}j!^> 

fMtiwie^-^i AiidacBA«ome4»f'tMriMimi^ 
Qatiwjiiw, (tlittt'vmi the tMe ^amwIilfngitMiM 
the.<^igbt cMiseUaire tb»t wive itni^ted vitt>4bt^ 
k^ig^f^i^cft^ 4o.iftdi9e«li«e 4hein>i4»ft4hi^ ditifieVs 
tmdblMi<i»M9eiilDg' fiotft timr^Miiiiiek»)ilidHti«»e^ 
aftm: fi9ttHoii0a:tti» lateg^hkMCdf^ «lrith mk i^^ 
ed, und a proteatettm •entered agfliioat ^4tt3 MAts^fi % 
iMHaoniejftoblcmeiiyVitbJVIr fiobert ARa0e» bar- 



it> i. 



• JUi$h«fKlitflM^*«iMeo»iis. ^fJjpffttlMnpdliiChnKli HliU 
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iog proeured acce^ to fais majesty, Mr Robert 
said,'** They were aent by the nobtemeii andba- 
roos to bemoan the daDgers- threatened to religion, 
by the king's dealings against the triie professors." 
*^ What dangers do yott discover ?" said the king. 
*• UnderoHiunaning/' said the other ; "our best 
affeicted people, that tender religion, are discharged 
t-hetown,'^ The king asked, " Who they were 
ttiat durst cohreen against his proclamation ?" The 
Lord Lindsay repiyd, " They durst do more than 
t^o, and that ther^ would not suifer religion to he 
overthrown." Numbers of people were, hy this 
time, tinronging nnmaimerly into the room, wh<^re- 
upon the>ktng, not making any answer, arose and 
went where the judges sat^ commanding the doors, 
to be shut* They tbat were sent to the king re* 
turning to the church, told, " That they were not. 
beard; and that therefore they were to think of 
dome othericonrse.'' ** No ooufse," said tiie Lord 
Lirrisliy, <* but let us sti^ together who are here, 
to* stttnd'fast'to -4nie another, and adverl^e our 
-friends and Ifovoarers ol rdigion to come in to us : 
Fot* it 'shall be either theirs or ours.'' In conee- 
<]uence'of ihte concert, they pitched upon the Lord 
C^attd^afnriltbn to be their bead, ifnd dispatched a 
letter to bini,^ Signed by Mr 'Robert^Bruee, and Mr 
Wdltefr Baiaanqoal, to come with diligence and'ac- 
cept the diarge: But the fury of the multitude, who 
attended^tiiat' meeting, heated by the Lord Lind* 
say's unhappy expression, did not suffer them to 
— H. upon the general's co jiing, but presently they 
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teap'd to arms. Some cried, << Bring oat Haman,^ 
others cried, *^ The sword of tbe Lord bhA of Hi" 
deoD, theday shall be theirs or ours," And so 
great was tbe zeal of the uowarf populace, that; 
taking their march, they went straight towards tlie 
tolbooth of Edinbargfa, where the Icing and bis 
ooaocii were sitting, and would have forced open 
the doors, which, npon the noise of the tamuH, were 
shut, bad not his majesty's standard-bearer, John 
Wat, deacon-conveener of the trades, drawn np bis 
lads, the soldiers of the Blue Blanket, and kept 
tbe rabble back till their fever cooled, and tbe Earl 
of Mar, .from the castle, sent a company of musque» 
tears to guard the king, which .his Heutanant qMdk- 
ly brought dowa tbe castle- bank to the &rassroar^ 
bet, and from thence oiarehed to the foot of Forres* 
ter's wynd, and, entering by the fiEMsk^stairs,.came 
where the king was ; then tbe king commanded io. 
open tbe doors, and advanced to the street. Upon 
notrte whereef,- Sir Alexander Home of Nortk Ber- 
wick,'prDvostof:£dinburgh, with ib» crnftMrCon* 
voyed .the king -to bis royal- palaee of Uolyrood*^ 
bouse; from, wjienea, next oMxmin^, he .went to 
Linltibgow, whece he swore, ^* Hod it not b«w for 
tbe toyatty of tbe eralts, bewxMild have botnt.tbe 
town of Edinburgh, and sailed it with salt." i • 
ftyibestedfast adherence of tbe crafts to their 
sovereign, even when, they «Ud not approve of, 
bat were sorry for bie actings, our capital city was 
preserved from destruction, as by their behaviour 
afterwards, it flouriabed in his favours. 



&tr .isss/BOssefKsiKm 



Oft AMlMitfttiMi^tiilii nfifiMenbeiv iMMtgl 

ipomiQg^ wMeh be did, aad called £or ihemsgiB-^ 
imUbsUfto kMT what tbey Jiad to sty for tbeliate ta-* 

^»fmi»liim'^ib(ff^^mt^ of 



. I< l' •! 



« .1 



^SterAle«att4ar BiMe,' |)r^^ ^fibdJB«r' MhMalb, 
GM^^ To4M|dsi^tE^tt!i(^k Hkkbtfitaj «ndi AlMMMler 
Honrt^FJ biUittite^^WitbiaiiittaJaep >of KiMriovvineoiii-i 

^tb,^^i#3'>tiieiMdli|ie6 f>f aH'knotivtodge^ or-^p«r< 
taMAg.iii>tiie>wiaitiiiin]it ; «iid,4iift»aie/1iad al w>dy 

tiiey simiia not edaoe, antil Ifcienf hlKl 'Imtm^ tiD$ 
trial to the outmost pokit : Or^ if hte majeaty and 
councU ate^d.-ijhifikj/St to^^laka^ 4te'^MmiMtfoii, 
they iriMNaU wiHiiigi^ mrigmtiieir i^aa lx>. aakoh a« 
his iiigbnea»diimddi aflpiiDtel^ aad Msilrt: bkn' acaont- 
iog-ilo tbairfioweri "^nd^baaasiiehiaiDaleslySMid 
taken that toimit ieiploaBed^jtew4saQ9tBin>«6fitt^ 



pniMkitt faytthfltr <riolBter», ^tbtgr^BknalAite Mpil- 



TlMid the crafts behaved as loyally at this ' jtitoc** 
tate 994iittp><ttd doring/ilift ttBodbleetxHMtaakMsd by 
ikmSmd of ^BothiivvU^ nims the kUg tmiMUMMttsdT 
tt ^it'^pilwet 4tf AcriyraoiMmMei wWclilaiblietdi 
hkaio ory.iakNid friiM ^ihetjiwnd^ws^^ *^Tmai50llut 
Itmam." 

TkBTepofk^ ihe jwrtMb nt^^ffiag itovtbe ciity of 
Gifobnrgh^ tbe citizens went to arms, and made to- 
vim40 ^ieifiilMeHa^iwHlhe Mmgr^XMf^ ^o^kmiv^ 
c4< UksmV IWim atsRi^ 

ftiiafc»<tolth<fc:iSBdiMniav<apd<deayedt^ i^msH 
tulB ta4b^n d^eJiiags. i«ii«t flte/oMiaHMk galHsiiilH 
posted metmces .a&tbnr> tiatamr aBd4a]palky tti^iittie 
kaigv'^wbife he iiq uida d ^amongst nsyso^ a&erihia ac- 
Q0iMm^tlb^tbp«M e£iGUlg^^ lariiMdiem- 
towM^toAivMliirei aqwrtiyiBefltkuri^iaBdnpriadft^ti 

pmiwri aiinqyeByrt.aae oCi^tic jfiomimmncm ;-.il^ 

iaiif$ftllegwPtiok Iiidlyi. • ..<{:.,> 

'^ 'M«^#4M'^or4^«g^eBe^jey^<Mtf'fctMtt > ' 

^Atttt Sn er^«lifM,M8iUfe(4Wtv^ilpU^ >' 

' tgiio)i^flM «4m«qaetmatOMl|l"OuhMiiief ; 
• r. tWStj^ Asm dflltbcihast imm) ^s» <by voiee nc^mm ' 
: Jks» ifrm^t MHtx ^kmsAlmAwo'! om bfeeib . ' 
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^:.T|bi8 ftd^ionaie lote is gmoefoHy. expressed ^bj 
tbe famous poet and orator, Wiliiam Dramoiptid 
of Hathornden, if) bis speech to the king; \n name 
of the town of Edinburgh. 

. " Sir, 

'^ If nature could sufler rocl^s to movei and 
abajodon^the^r natui'al places,- this Town, fooiided 
on the strength of. rocks, (now by the clearing raj's 
of yaur majesty's presence, taking not only motion 
but life) had, with her castle, temples, and houses, 
movM towards yon, and beiseech'd yoti to hare ac- 
knowledged herself your's,.and her indwellers your 
most humble. and apeotioilate subjects ; and to be* 
Ueve, bow miany souls al'e within her circuits, so 
miBiny lives are devoted to your sacred person mid 
crtown. And here. Sir, she offers, by me, to the 
aljliu:.0f your glory, whole hecatombs of most faear*- 
ty. desires^ praying all things may prove ^osp^nms 
to^ou ; ibat every virtneand kroiok .graceiwiadi 
^la^eja prince eminent, ffiayy with a long and fcless^ 
sed goverpment, attend yon ; ycNur kingdoms fioor* 
isl^iog abrxiad with bays, at borne with; olhies. 
Presenting you. Sir, wi^ art the strong kjey oftfais 
little world of Britain, with these keys ^hich ismk 
up the gates of her affection, and design you power 
to open all ihesprings pf the hearts of those her 
most loyal citizens ; yet this almost inhere not ne* 
cessary : For as the rose, at the fair approaQb of 
the rising sun, displays and spreads her purples ; 
so, at the very noise, of yotir happy return. ta* this 
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yWt natSvb c^ntotry, th^rhetrtB,)f they could hivn^ 
£(bln^d tbroagh their breasts, were, with joy artd- 
fair l)ope9| made spacioDfl ; nor did they ^▼ei', 'm' 
all parts, feel a more comfortable heat, than the 
glory of your presence at this time darts upon 
them. 

** The old forget their age, and k>ok frfesh and 
yomg, at the appearance of so gracious a pnnce ; 
the young bear a part in your welcome, desiring' 
maby years of •life,*that they may serve you long:. 
AU'bafe ^tnore joys timn tongues : For as the 
word» of other nations far go beyond, and surpass 
the* affeotlOBS of their hearts; so, in this natloh, 
the affection of their hearts is far above all they^ 
can express by words. Deign then, Sir, from the* 
highest of majesty, to look down on their lowness^ 
and embrace ft, accept the homage of tb^lr hctmbTe 
minds ; accept their grateful zeal ; and, for deeds, 
adoept tbftir great gdoctwHl, which they haver eyefr 
carried to the high deseHs of your ancestors, and' 
shall ever to your owh, ailA yottr rbyal rate, whtftt 
these rooks shall be overshadowed wltlr buiidingsV 
baildings Inhabited hymen, and wjiile>'nl^h'may b^ 
indoed either with counsel or courage^'br eftjoy any 
piece of Reason, Sense, or Life." 

This speech was-followed by another, deltvisred 
at the West-^port of Edinburgh, when his majesty 
entered, by Mr John Hay, Town-derk depute. 

«* How joyful yoer Majesty's. return, gracious 



m: ^wmmMxmsTtsm 



r^l^l^ infreeh Q^emoiy, with consideraUoA ofilfa^^ 
t%>^«i!Whi»be^jD$pcdaeei Met j<giMi9ft» a* Rffrriiilf^!!^ 

r*flP^iW' JnnTr^ jPl^^'^^l^^'^^Tr'T^^ff ^^^P^rf^^^^^^WOff ^^^nW^^^^W^yi 

fer t^4epartureof<fciBkf3|L?giri - :, ik. . 

^1 mmt humbly beg pardon of your nioM iMcnd 

•9iiOCdniailiref«iifcb rtetowbia^eoltew^ ^Mrtwa ipininihn^ 
ed to^da)iitei^*f;rdMtMM0i^d7M)^^ 'inrmedt^i «tti>» 
torei and fmnied by art and education to the perfec* 



M^rafy^UjriiliiMitjjettto tew 0Qiiir»ti«i^ •&/ita/^ 
knws 4itrmY k^itt^ bsm^Afng^^aiat sMiei^Adta^w^' : 

sQfliptteHi^ your TMi^tKf '• IfMQied'^ttMijr"^^^ 
iieMAl^d'tdwn'^r'EQitnbttt^* dtt^^w«)cbl!i^<«fl^< 

ted. im^ Aj)0<^ yy(fm&d\«^ ^^itamil^ isMtBdHsmmtpyfikm 
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piety, eaifttot r^ofite to avouch : Bat as yduf pru- 
dence Ms won thfe prize firani all Kings and Ein- 
pet'orsy that stand in the degree of comparison ';^ so 
hath your Majesty's government been such, that 
#rery nian's eye may be a' messenger to his mlndp. 
tjbat your Majesty stands the quintessence of ruHng 
skiU.^f -all prosperous afid peaceable government^ 
i)aU0h wished by our forefathers, but nPK^St abundant* 
Ijr-eojojred by. wd, praised bfe'Grod, uiid0r jybur sa- 
crCKl jVIc^^sty. For if ^e shail, in a view, Itty be* 
fe^eiis the times bypast, ev^^n'since the^ first foun- 
da^iSkoftbe isingdom, iand therein consider your 
Miftesty's most ilobleprogenitbrs, tbey were indeed 
^1 princes renowlaed for their virtues, not inferior 
to any Kings or Emperors of their time, they main- 
tained and delivered' their virgin sceptres uttcon- 
qu^redj fra:m age to age, froni the foundation of the 
m<>st violent floods of conquering swords, which 
(^erwhelmed the rest of the whole earth, and car- 
ried' the crowns of a)l other Kings of this terestrial 
bail unto thraldom ^ but far short of your Majesty's 
nature, having placed in your sacred person alone, 
what in every one of them was excellent, the se- 
nate house of the planets being, as it were conveen- 
ed at your. Majesty's birth, for decreeing of all per- 
fections in your royal person, the heavens and earth 
witnessing your heroical frame, no influence what- 
soever being able to bring the same to a higher de- 
gree. If we shall {bring to mind the tumultuous 
days of your Majesty's more tender years, and 
therew your Majesty's prudence, wisdom and con- 
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stancy, in unitiog tbe disjointed misivl^fB^e of t)|e. 
common wealth, lifho will not, with the Qaeen, ^ 
Sbeba, confess he has seen more wisdom in j^oi9(ip 
royal person, than report hatii brought^ to fqr^igii 
ear?,; and there is not of any estate or Qga witbio 
this kingdom, who l^as not bad pitrtM^alarexperieo^ 
of the same, and $ensit)ly felt.tt^e fruity thereof,, tbe 
fire of civil discocdi which, as aflai^^) devpi^ped^w,: 
was thereby quencj^ed,. every man ppssepe^. hm 
own in p^ace, reaping that which he had sqwn, and 
enjoying the fruits of his own labours, your M^^^ 
ty's great vigilance and godly .^eal in pn^pag^trng 
the gospel, ^d defacing the o^onuments of idolaj^y„ 
banishing that Roman antichristian hierarchy, ami 
establishing our church, repairing the ruin^ thereof) 
protecting us from foreign invasions^ the r^ch trQ^ 
pbies of your Majesty's victories more pQWfirfuIly 
atchieved by your sacred wisdom, deserves mor^ 
worthily than thos^ of the Caesars, so. maqb extotts^ 
by the ancients. AU age^ shAll record^ and posv 
terity bl€|68 Almighty God, for giving ub their forft? 
fathers a king, in heart upright as Pamid, wise aa 
Soloipon, and gpdly as Josias. 

^' And who can better witness your. Maj.edty^9 
royal favour and bene£k:ence, than this ypur good 
town of Edinburgh, which being founded in thedays- 
of that, worthy King Fergus I. tbe first builder of 
the kingdom, and famous for her unspotted fidelity; 
to your Miyesty's most npbtle progenitors, was by 
them enriched with many freedoms^ priviledgesand 
digi^tie^ ; all which your Afs^^ty notoiily confiriOr» 



# i'^ttj^^eT^kf^dP 



Tf 



MAilteii^lli" ^wfttj'a new '^i«ct«^ etili^, ' i^Uti^ 

ArW«tae&A' ^■•-■'■••^ ' '•■>■'■■• *:--''-I--' ■■•• ■■.■•■■■•••' 
iOM' cetita&wd: itself "vrftEriH liie predMfAol'Ibis&fe r 




itm'iitmAr St^ foi^^r i»%^aiid unfrtg^ 




"Mmk, ^fiWhig tkotbf^ td' re«iter,i bitt t^ whidf Is 
imey we your Majesty's most hambte 8ill]j>6GtB| 



goods, liberties, and^yiery.tWpgAMif^r^WiteiBJU 
vowiDjg; to keep^to your sacreji Majesty, luijfpattfwj^ 

loyalty and s^ii)jec;ti9ft^,ai4 eyeMfth^ rf^a(}y frfflPHi 
secrate and s^ori^ce qgr^^^ii ^or. ^QtaiIll^^q^ iK>i[ 

yoqf royal perpw land ^st»te»«ff^yA«git« th? fitflf-* 
nal, our God, UMt;pje»iP6mii{j^.][)ct ^tbin^your M^^g^ 
ty's walls, and prosperity witbin your pai|a^^f | 
lenig^ of d^ys to your sacred <{>«csQn, ; that irg^ 
your Mapjesty's loins ^9»ay.^w be jmantin^g ctpe^tp) 
sway tbetseeptre tof theae jiour tkavgdoBO^, i^nd ^bf| 
mercy inay be to yowsetfa^d joarrSeedloir.^er.'' 

After the d«Hvery cff tbis apeeeh, bis M^jeisfy 
went to the great ehurcb ; -an* tbere haying .bpaf4 
sejcptpn from the archbishop of 9t Andrews, prj^ 
mate of all Scotland, proceeded on his iparch to bis 
palace of Holy-rood- boose; at thegateof tbeii^^JC 
court was presented to bis royal han^^y a . )>ook Jya 
manuscript, of curious an(!| ^et^med yerses in ^ee|( 
and Latin, entitled, Acadam<s EdvnburgemU Cqi^ 
g^afulaiio^ and a speech made in name of .ti^at.^^ 
verfitjr by Mr Patrick Nisbet Next dfg?;, his nin^ 
jesty was pleased to honour, the, pniy^stty with bte 
|)rejience^^t.ft^pbilQS<>p|^.9sJ ^^sjmt^ip,^ in th^.o/'iett* 
tai lan|^ag9Sj \>j (be gr^fessprf of j|l^osopby, Mr 
John Adamson, Mr James . ?ai^ly, Mr Patrick 
Sands, Mr Andiew Yo«ne^;I^,J,;^pif^^ReM^^ 
Mr- VTilliam Kij^. . W^ien^tb/? fScftj^^jyse was-o^er, 

his m^|Q^vW#%|lleM^:^Qi^Wl4w ^^HV^ 



94 '^IIE HISTORY OF ' 

tants in the following poem, which' by them was 
varioasly paraphrased in L^tini 

As Adam was the first of men, 

Whence all beginning take ; 
So Adam^on was President, 

And first roan of this act* 

The Thesis FfltV/i^ did defend, 
Which though they Lies contain; 

.'Yet were fair Lies/ and he the same 
Right fairly did maintain. 

' The field first entered Mr Sands, 
And there he inade me see, 

That not all Sands aire barren Sands, 

• . "* . - 

But that some fertile be. 

» ^ 

Then Mr Young most sobtily 

^^ . The Theses did impugn ; 

And kythed o/d^ in Aristotle» 

Althoughiiis name be young. .. 

. : . To him suqc^eded Mr J^leid, 
Who, tho' Bed be his name. 
Need neither for his dispute blush. 
Nor of his speech think «hame. 

I ■ ' » 

Last enters Mr King the lists, 

And dispute like a King, 
How Reason, reigning like a Queen* 

Should anger under> hiring* 
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To th>ir desei'vec} praise have I . 

Thus piay*d upon their nanaes : 
And wills this college henco be called 

The College qf KisQ .James^, 

Manifol4 lionpqrs the.Tj^iag.pat upon this hi^ 
Good Town of Edinburgh, .in tl)e castle whereof he 
was born; as appears , by the? inscription yet rer 
maining in the^ room where his mother Queen Ma<f 
ry was delivered of himi which yuns thus : 



*.• ♦ > 



O Jesu Lord, ivho crpwnit wa^ with thorn, 
Preserve the birth, whais badgie here is born; . 
And granti, O Lord, that whate*er <f£ her prqceed, 
May be unto .thy honour and.^l.ory. . Soe beid. 



V 



(/ 



His majesty, by a cjiarter. under his great seal, ^jAd^ 
dispones to the. provost, baillies, town council, and 
community of the bur^hjof Edinbatgb> the jurisdic- 
tion, haven and harbour of Lieitli, and makes and 
constitutes them judges amongpt theskippers, mas- 
ters and mariners in Leith, and all other skippers, 
masters and sailors,, as weUbis subjects, as foreign- 
ers, being for the time with their ships, boats or 
barks within the ^me village of Leith, and harbour 
of the same, in all sea-fareing actions and causes 
whatsomever ; with power to them to make act^ 
and statutes for the increase of sailing. And dis- 
pones to them the prime gilt to be uplifted for sus- 
taining of poor indigent seamen within the said viU 
lage of Leith, forth of the freight of .^very tun of 



/ 
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goods, in maiider speetffed ki the said charter, to be 
applied td the aee of the €MLkt poor* 'I'bis charter 
is dated at Wfattebal], 3d April 1616. 

By another "Charter under the great^eal, he con- 
firms to the magistrates, town council,^ crafts, and 
eomtntiiiity of theisaid' burgh, and"dh€^r sueeessors, 
aH formc»r irifeftments granted to them by hispre^ 
/ decessors, of the heritiible offitaeis of sheifffi^eibip, 
ta-ownryjidiiclh contains a new gift of the sheiiff. 
riiip and t^rewnrywitbm the^said -burgh^ -eomiiiQii 
mills thereof, common muir, marish, loch, parts, 
streets, 'common ^ays,pas8ageeand lonnings lead- 
ing to and from the same ; ctnd especially the pas* 
sage leading to LeKh^ npon both ^ides of tiie ^ater 
thereof, and to' the «afld viHage of Leith, haven of 
the samen, and within the harbour and villi^ of 

V|| S?ewhaven, and village of Ldtb, havens, 
hat1bpur.s aridbulwarks thereof, and within the'] 
pf common closets, burshoilf, passages, >and other 
bounds whatsoever, lying within the liberty of the 
satd burgh •oT Edinburgh. Dated -at Whitehd-l, Sd 

^ Aprrrei6, 

'fiy a gift uiidei' his great seal, grants; to the said 
provost, b^illlies arid coundl, the power <of having 
fhelSwprd carried before them/ridingoFthemardh- 
es or bounds thereof^ and of the oflSce bf justice of 
peace, in manner therein contained. Bated -at 
Whitehall, Wtb November 1609. 

By another Jgift, he eidarges their powers cff-jm« 
jti(!es (jf peace,' in which they aare infeft. Dat^^t 
Hampton-couit, SSth^eptembeflfilS, 
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By camrtber giftand infeftment, graitts lb tbeixi*fill 
fines aBdjammendBnients, belonging totbeottoettf 
sheriff-ship and justiciaries df peace* Dated at 
Wfaitefadl, .17th September 1618; 

Sy another [diarter under the great seal, dis-' 
pones •tO'tbem the* cQstom or excise (andioibelr 
sac^essonr) of four pounds Scots, torth of every 1 
ton of -wine to be retailed and vented in smalls 
within ithe said ^borgh, liberties and jurisdietiori oJT 
die ^«anie,^to be uplifted by their treasurers, collec- 
tors, and others in their names, from the -retailers, 
vintners, 'tapsters, and sellers of the .8aine,1n;€lli 
ifme eoming. Dated ^at Whitehall, 10th 'Sas^tn^ 

By -a raUncation ofilid'* said gift, and new dispo-^^ 
ritiofi, 'he dispones the foresaid custom andexcts^ 
of fonr^pomidyfevthidfevery^tun retailed within the'^ 
said Wgh, «nd witiiin ^the Tillage of Ii'eitb, hi dtjt^ 
pattsi^thln the >:8ame *upen the south side pffhe. 
iwter ofLeitb. Dated at Hamptoun,: 2Sth Beptem* 

b^ 1612," ■' ■• • • ^ : -^ ;'-^ 

*Bj««Q<M|ier itelEier 'tiie great seal, power to flioih 
sn()lil)0ir eiiccessors, to erect a weigh^^hpuse at*,^ 
over'4i:on of the said burgh, with diverse liberties* 
dotiee^ -end immunities therein contained* Dete^ 
at laojeston, 9fli December 161 1 . 

Sysa Shatter under his ^reat seal, dispones thsit 
pett ^T !tbe lands x>f high'^rigS) containing 10 acres 
of laiid 'Or thereby. Dated at Edinburgh, SOdi J^, 
1618. 

]^ a gift under ^his great setdi glVes and grants 
4 B 
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the Jedgry of salmon, herring, and white fish, pack* 
ed and peilled within the kingdom of Scofland. Dat<> 
ed at Royston, 19th October ]618. 

By another gift under his great seal, the power 
of being over-seers and visiters of all measurers 
and sellers of Jcloath, stuffs and stockings, made in 
the said village of Leith and sheriffdom of Edior 
burgh. Dated at Whitehall, 8th March 1621. 

By a charter under his great seal, dated at Stir- 
ling, 14th April 1582, ratifying a charter made by 
Queen Mary under her great seal. Dated 13th 
Iwlarch 1566, of the lands, tenements, houses and 
biggings, churches, chaplainries, . altarages and 
prebendaries in whatsoever churches, chaples or 
colleges, within the liberty of the said burgh, 
founded by whatsoever person, whereof the saids 
chaplains and prebends were in possession, with the 
yards, orchards, annualrents, teinds, services, pro- 
fits, duties, emoluments which pertained thereto, 
and of all lands which pertained to the black friars 
and gray friars. 

By another charter, he ratifies and approves the 
demission and ratification made by John Gib, in fa- 
vours of the said burgh, of the provostry of the 
kirkfleld, haill lands and biggings belonging to the 
same. And dispones the liberty of a college, and 
repairing sufficient houses for accommodating the 
professors of philosophy, humanity and languages, 
theology, medicine, law and all other sciences ; and 
electing sufficient professors for teaching the said 
professions ; and for that effect, disponed to them 
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thejwoTostry of Kirkfield, with the tenemento, 
fniitsy possessions) rents and duties thereof. 

By another charter under his great sed, 4th A- 
pril 1584, considering, that the bargh of Edinburgh 
had been «t great expences in erecting the said 
college, and had gifted great sums for sustaining 
the profes3ors, for instructing the youth, he dispon* 
ed to the good town, for the use of the said college, 
and for niaintainance of the principal and regents, 
the arch-deanry 6f Lothian, containing the parson- 
age of Curry, with the tnanse, glebe and kiri^ lands, 
teinds and duties of the same. 

By another charter under fats great seal, 26th 
May 1587, for the great expences wared out by the 
good town, in erecting an hospital for maintaining 
their ministers, disponed to the town the provostry 
of the Trinity College, house-rents, kirkteinds, and 
fruits thereto pertaining. 

By another charter under his great seal, 29th Ju- 
ly 1587) ratifies the infeoffments granted by himself 
and Queen Mary his mother, of the said kirk-lands. 
Trinity College, Provostry of kirk-field, and arch- 
deanry of Lothian, for the use of the ministers, col- 
lege and poor. 

By another charter under the great seal, dated 
at Bear-boar castlel612, ratifies all former grants 
of the said kirk-lands, provostries of Eirkfield, and 
Trinity college, and arch-deanry of Lothian, with 
a new gift of the saids haill kirk- lands, for main- , 
taining the ministers, college and poor. 

327904B 
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Tbas did that just and giraciotis prince show iAa 
beneficence to oar metrgpoliSy as the wise kiog So-' 
lomon, in bis book of Etliicks« remarks, JVhemiAe 
righieous are in auiharifyy the city r^irieeih; but 
when the uriekedbear rule,4he:peQplefMmm. \And 
beings peaceful prince, as well as generous, he 
poured oil into the wounds of his people, and hettl- 
the growing contentions betwixt the merchants and 
trades, by the subsequent Decree4>*Arbitral : 

At Haly-ruid-house, the twenty twa day ^f A« 
pryl, the yeir of God one thousand five hundred 
four score three years; We Robert Fairly of Braid, 
%ir Archibald Naper of Edinbellie, knight, ^tiid 
Jame0 Johnstoun of Elpbingstouny .judges-»aibitra* 
tors, chosen for the .part of Mr, Michael Chisholm, 
Andrew Sclater, John Adamsone, and William 
^airlie, bailies of Edinburgh, Mr John Prestp^n 
dean of gild, Muqgo Russel, treasurer, John 
Johnstoun, Robert Ker,youAger, Henry Charters, 
John Morisone, William Maul, John Harwood, 
John Robertsone, William Inglts, Alexander Na* 
per, William Nisbet, merchants; being on the 
counsel of the said burgh, for themselves, and in 
name and behalf, and as commissioners for the haill 
merchants, indwellers of the said burgh, on the 
ane part, and [John Cockbum of Ormestoun, >Mr 
'Robert Pont, provost of Trinity-college, and. Mr 
'David Lindsey, minister of Leith, judges-arbitrators 
chosen for the part of James Fergusone, bower, 
John Baimsfather, tailyeour, twaof the Craftsmen, 
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bdfig on the counsel of the said bargb^ Gilbert 
Prymrose^ deaken of the Cfairofgiane, John Watt; 
deaken of the Hammermen, William Hoppringte-, 
deaken of the Tailyeoars, Bdwa? d Galbraitb, dea^ 
ke»oftbe Skitmers, EdHvard^ Hairt, deaken of the 
Goldsmiths, Adam Newton, deaken of the Baxters, 
Thomas Dicksone, deaken of the Furriers, Andrew 
Williamsone, deaken of the Wrights, William Bic- 
kfirtonn, deaken of the Maissions, James Kef« dea« 
ken oflthe FIesh^r8, William Weir, deaken of the 
Gordiners^ Thomas Wrigiit^ deaken^ of the Wi^ 
sbers, William ClowttiB, deaken of th» Wakers^ and 
William Somer^ deaken of the Borniet-rndfiers for 
themselves, and in name and behalf, and as com- 
missioners for the baill Craftsmen, indweller s of 
the said brngh, on the ather part : And the right 
potent and illiistej: prince James^ be the grace of 
God,. King ob Seot8» our So?raign Lord, odsman 
and oTecsman, commonly chosen be advice and 
consent of baith the saids parties, anent the remove** 
ingoC all qaestaions, difibrences and contrarersiesv 
qahilks are, or hes been betwixt the saids meiw 
chants^ coooeniiog wbaiteomeyer cause or oceaskHi 
whereupon debate or question did arise in any time 
betwixt them. And thereupon, baith the saids 
parties being boodt oblist, and sworn, to stand, 
abide, onderly, and fulfil the decreet-arbitral, and 
deliverance of us the saids judges and oversman, 
but appellation, reclamation, or contradiction, as at 
length is contained in ane submission made there- 
upon^ baith the saids parties clames and griefs 
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^yen in be them, with the answers made thereto, 
and their rights, reasons, and alledgances being 
heard, seen, and considered be as, and we there- 
with being reply advysit, afer many sundry con- 
ventions and meetings, with lang travels tane here- 
anent, hes all in ane voice accordit, decerait^ and 
condudit, upon the heads and articles following : 

jRr«/, To take away all differences quhilk hes 
been heretofore, concerning the persons who had 
the government of the town, their number, power, 
or authority, and manner of their election ; it is fi- 
nally axK^rdit and decemit thereupon as follows : 

MAGISTRATS. 

The magistrats, sic as provest, bailies, dfean of 
gild, and tbesaurer, to be-in all tymes coming, of 
the estait and calling of merchants, conforme to the 
acts of parliament ; and if any craftsman exeneeand 
merchandize, sail for his guid qualities be promo* 
vit theirto, in that case he sail leive his craft, and 
not occupy the same be himself nor his servants 
during the tyme of bis oflBce, and sail not return 
theirto at any tyme theirafter, quhill he obtein spe- 
cial licence of the provest, bailies and counsel to 
that isffect. 

COUNSEL. 

The counsel to consist of ten merchants, to tea/. 
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The anld proreet, four aald bailies, dean of gfld 
and thesaarer of the next year preceiding, and threes 
merchants to be chosen to them ; and ala to con- 
sist of eight craftsmen theirof, sex deakens, and 
twa nther craftsmen, roakand in the bail the said 
ooansel eighteen persons, and this by the office-men 
of that year, io urii^ the provest, baillies, dean of 
gild, and thesaarer. 

ELECTION. 

And as to the manner of their election. It is first 
generally aocordit and agriet. That na manner of 
person be chosen provest, bailies, dean of gild, or 
dieaflHirer, suppose they be burgesses of the burgh, 
and able therefore, without they have been a year 
or twa upon the comisel off before. And anent the* 
ooansel, the auld maner of giving in jof tickets be' 
the deakens, oat of the qahilk the twa craftsmen 
were yearly chosen, to be abrogat, cease and ex- 
pyre in all tymes coming, swa that the saids two 
craftsmen shall be chosen yearly, withoni any in* 
giving of tickets, indifferently of the best and wor- 
thiest of the crafts, be the saids provest, bailies, 
dean of gild, tlieasurer and counsel allanerly, and 
nane to be on the counsel above twa year together, 
except they be office-men, or, be vertae of their of- 
fices, be on the counsel. Sicklike, anent the lytts 
to the bailies, they sail not be dividet nor casten in 
four rank8,r. three to every rank, as they were wont 
to be ; bot to be chosen indifferently, ane oot of 
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thetwelff lytts^ane ntlier out of deven lytts^ Hie 
tbivd cut of teii)^ and the foart oni of nyne ljtts« 
A»mkt the deak»fi9, That nane be^ dectit deaken^^ 
eseept he thart bes' been an^ maister of^ bii< omfi twa^ 
jieas atieaat ; and that nane of. them be oontinned' 
intiieif offices? of deakensbip above t«Mt y^ar togid^ 
4ef • Lart in general^ That nane have vole in^ 
lyttingy Yoiting, electing of the piovest, bailies, 
coansel, deakens, dean of gild, or thesanrer, but 
the persons hereafter following,: in maner after spe- 
eifiet. 

BbEGTION IN SPECIAL or DBAEKN& 

r' 
I 

^d)top]M>ceid;tothe said/eteetioa:: It^isifiuuid: 
gnid^to b«8)n^ at the- choosingr ofi the- defeikens oE 
orafttfc qnhilks are^ fonrtisen in; mnaber, iki«i^€3ii- 
xnrg^iaiB^ Goldsmyths, Skynnersi Dnrrieis, Huv** 
mennen^ Wrights^ Masons,. Tailyeonrs^. BaaLbei% 
Fle6beDB,.C!ardineis, Webeters, Wakera, BonoB^ 
maheni): Svnathe-deakens now present shall stand- 
and oontikiue qnhil the tfaind oonnsel-day oE bdbr& 
the acdd time of election; ofi-Uis: ne^ coanselir quhilk 
yras onithfr Wednesday next proceeding the feast 
otMlcbaelitiass ; npon theqnfailkthuidtcoanBel-dayy 
the pvoyest,. baiMes, and! connsel now standand, ex* 
tendihfp to nineteen parsons^ and fra thence fartii 
yearly, and ilk year, the protest, bailies,, and coun- 
sel, constitute of the said! twenty^fiv:e pensons, sail 
call ia before- them the saids deaicens of crafb, 
evecy ane severally, and inquire their opinion and 
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]iiilgnMnl>ef fte test wad nvorthiett t>f lhear>«raAB ; 
{Iieiwfter,iiie>8aids ppovest, b«]liefii> anfl >^tmmei 
shall nominatwid lytt itbree ffstoum ^f AetnaiBtr 
discreet, godly, and qaaltfied persons of every ane 
of file flaids fbrnteem crafts, mdett; expert hand^'* 
bearers of their awen craft, borgesses and freemen 
of the bargh of Edinburgh, whereof the auld deaken 
shall >be|atie,tiiidcaiiete deliver their names teliie 
desikmB, every ane according to their <:raft. <iabiUc 
deakens» f<m tito mom thereafter, saU assemUe^iini 
GQDvein tb^^ir orafts, and eveiy craft be themselvies, 
both of ihir nasies shall elect *ane persen wtha mH 
be their deakfift for that year; and, upon the next 
comisel-dsy after the ^Sftid election, the aald 4ea- 
beiis^ wkh se«e of ithe onasters of their crafts^ aatl 
Iffeaeat tbeixew ^eak^aato the ^(»HiBBel,.a(iba ^aH 
aathoittze them in their offices. 

HEW COUK&EL OF DEAEENS. 

Neacif To iVDceed to the election ef Uie umt 
coansel. The said day of preseptiiig of the new 
deakeos, the ifuroviest, hailtes, and counsel ii0W 
stwdand of nineteen pensons, and fra then lQrth» 
the said day yearly ; the provest, bailies and eeimn 
sel, of twenty five persons, sail choose furth of the 
saids fourteen deaikens, sex perscHis to be adjoined 
with the new counsel for the year to come, and to 
have special vote in lylting -and dioosing oftbe jiro- 
yest, bailies aodcounsd; ^and the same day, the 
sold «ex deakens qphilk was upon the coamsel the 
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year preceeding, to be removed, and have na far- 
ther vote for tiiat year, except some of them be of 
the number of the new elected deakens. 

NEW COUNSEL OF MERCHANTS AND 

CRAFTS. 

I%ereajtery Upon the Wednesday next proceed- 
ing Michaelmass Ilk year, the proveat, bailies, 
dean of gild, thesaarer, and ten merchants of the 
counsel, and the said sex deakens, and twa crafts- 
men, and in the haill twenty five persons, and twen- 
ty sex votes, be reason of the provest's twa votes 
ordinarly standand at all tymes, sail conveen and 
choose the new coansel, to the number of eighteen 
persons, to wit, the auld provest, bailies, dean of 
gild and thesaarer of that year, and the said sex 
deakons, to make thirteen persons thereof, and to 
them to be chosen three merchants, and twa crafts- 
men, and thir persons to be callit the new coansel, 
and if any person of the merchants chosen apon the 
counsel, happens to be put on the lytteof ane uther 
office, and promovit thereto, an uther sail be cho- 
sen in his room be the saids provest, bailies and 
coansel. 

LYTTS OF MAGISTRATS. 

TMrdly^ l*o proceid to the choosing of the lytts 
to the magistrats and office*men, sic as provest, 
bailies, dean of gttd md thesaarer, upon the Friday 
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nixt thereafter, there saU oonreen the said new 
counsel of eighteen persona, and the aald coansel 
constitute of twelff persons, viz, ten merchants, and 
twa crafts-men, and in the haill thretty person's to 
the provest's odd vote ; quhilke persons so solemnat* 
ly protesting before God, tliat they sliall choose the 
persons whom they find maist meet, without favoar, 
hatred, or any Idnd of collusion ; then sail begin 
and choose the lytts to the said magistrats and of- 
fice«men, to every ane of them three lytts ; that is 
to say, to the provest, twa Ijrtts with himself ; to 
the four biEdlies, every ane of them three lytts, the 
auld bailies not beand ane, except they be new 
chosen thereto ; to the dean of gild, twa lytts with 
himself; and to the thesanrer, twa lytts with him^ 
self: Quhillc haill lytts be of the order and calling 
of merchants, as said is. 

ELECTION OF MAGISTRATS. 

/bvr/A/y, To proceed to the electing and choos'' 
ing of the said magistrats and offioe^men ; upon the 
Tuesday nixt after Michaelmass yearly, there sail 
C(mveen the saids thretty persons, of new and auld 
counsel, and with them the rest of the deakens of 
crafts quhilks are not of the counsel, extending to 
eight persons ; the haill persons swa conveenand, ex- 
tending to thretty eight persons by the provost's 
odde votte, whereof twenty merchants, and eigh- 
teen crafts-men ; quhilks persons sail begin at the 
lytts of the provest, and every ane in their aw en 
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rank, gvre their votes to sic as tiiey fitfd meet for 
the Weill of the town, according to tiieir conscience 
and knawledge, but feid or favour ; and on whom 
greatest namber of votes «all fall, that he be sworn, 
receivit and admittit provest for that year ; and swa 
to proceed thorow the lytts of the bailies, dean of 
gild md tbesanrer, qnhffl the saids election be oom- 
pleatly endit. The ssids proi^st, bailies, dean of 
gild, tbesaurer and counsel^ eleetit, as«aid is, mak-. 
and In the haill twenty five persons ; they only, imd 
nae uihers, sail have the fall .government and ad- 
ministration of the halll^ommoiHwed of this bnrgh, 
in all things, as the provest, bailiasi, and counsel 
thereof, or of any cither brugh had of before, or may 
have hereafter, be the laws or consuetude of this 
realm, inSBoffomits and priviledges granfit to this 
town be our Sovereign Lord's.maist noble progeni- 
tors, exceptand always thir causes following, in the 
quhilks the baill fourteen deakens of crafts sail be 
callit and adjoined with them, to give their special 
vote and constdtation tfaereinto, to wit, in election 
of the provest, bailies, dean of gild and thesaurer, 
as said is, in setting of fews, or any manner of 
tacks, attour the yearly rowping, on Mantinmsa 
even, in giving of benefices, and uther ofBces in 
brugh, tn granting of extents, contributions, ern^ 
primits, sicklike bigging of common warks, and in 
dispomng of the common*good, above the sum of 
twenty pound togidder« 
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WAIRNING OF THE DEAKENS AND 

COUNSEL. 

Providing nevertbekse, ttiatibe deafcem not of 
the oounsel, or any of 4bem» beand personafllj wara- 
ed to that effect, and absenting tbemaelfs, swa ^ft 
the lasft deakens or any uther that was in lyttiMith 
bim that yeir, shall «iipjKMe their room; land they 
beand personally iimpned, and absent, the rest 
compearend sail have power to proceed. If any of 
the proyesty bailies, and oounsel be absent, the 
rest wba> are present fttllohoose an otber in their 
room. And to avoid atU saspieion that hes risen 
in tinves past, throngh the particalar asseniUiiea 
and conventions, neiitrair to the acts oS parlia« 
ment, and to the troable of the qnyet estait >of .this 
bmgb. 

CONVENTIOUNS. 

It iS'agfietand'QeiiGladit, that duatber the mer-* 
chfuntsamang themselfs^ nather tbeciwlAB and their 
deakens or visitorsrsall JMive, ormake anyparticn* 
lar» or .general conventions^ as tdeakan with idea- 
kena, deakens with their crafts* oi^ ^crafts ama^g 
themsillfs, far less to make privat laws, or statutes, 
poynd and distrenaie at their awen hands for trans- 
gressionsy by the advice<and consent of ithe|nrovest, 
bailies and coansel. 
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DEAN OF GILD MAY CONVEEN HIS 

COUNSEL. 

Bxceptand always, that the dean of gild may as- 
semble his brethren and council in their gild courts, 
conform to their ancient lawes of the gildrie, and 
priviledges thereof: And that any ane craft may 
conveen together amang themselfg, for the choos- 
ing of their deakens at the tyme appointit thereto, 
and in manner before exprest ; making of masters, 
and trying of their handie-wark allanerly. And if 
any brethren, or deakens ot crafts, sail find out, or 
devyse any good heids, that may tend to the weill 
of their craft, they sail propone the same to the 
magistrates, wha sail set forward an act or statute 
tbairupon. 

4 

COMMISSIONERS. 

//em. As tuitching the commissioners in parlia- 
ment, general counsel, and commissioners in con- 
▼entioun of burrows, it is thought guid by the com- 
missioners, that in all tyms coming be ane of the 
saids commissioners for the bmgh of Edinburgh, 
sail be chosen be the said provest and bailies, furlh 
of the number and calling of the crafts«men, and 
that person to be ane burgess and gild brother of 
the brugh, of the best, expert and wise, and of ho- 
nest conversation. 
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AUDITORS. 

liemy It is agreed, that the auditora of all the 
towns compts sail hereafter be chosen of eqaal 
number of merchants and crafts-men be the provest, 
bailies, and counseL 

GILDRIE. 

liemy Toward the lang controversies for the giU 
drie, it is finally with common consent, appointit, 
agriet and concludit, that als weill craftsmen, as 
merchants, sail be received and admitted gild-bre« 
ther, and the ane not to be refiisit, or secludit 
therefrae mair nor the uther, they being bargesses 
of the burgh, als meit and qaalified thairfore ; and 
that gild*brether have liberty to use merchandice. 
Their admission, and tryal of their qualification, to 
be in the power and hands of the provest, bailies, 
thesaurer, and counsel, with the dean of gild, and 
his counsel, quhilk sail consist in equal number 
ofmerchants and crafts-men, gild-brether, notex- 
ceiding the number of sex persons, by the dean of 
gild himself; and that no person, of what faculty 
soever he be, sail bruik the benefit of an gild-bre- 
ther, without he be receivit and admittit thereto, as 
said is. 

BURGESSES, CRAFTS. 

/feffi, That na manner of person be safferit to 
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/ use mercfaandice, or occupy theliandie wark of ane 
free crafts-man within this bragb, or yet to exerce 
thfe libeity «id prMlodtge of theisaid hm^ without 
he be borgeBS 'aDd AeemiiaB of the «aine. 

EXTENTS, 

liemy Because the merchants and craft9-men of 
this burghy are now to be incorporate in ane socle- 
ty, and toim^anbailltown, andancommon-weili 
it is thought gnid andiexpedieBtyand condudit, t& 
abrogaile the former enstome of dviridiiig and set- 
ting 4>fextea(0, ivf^erein the mercbaats pftyitlfrar 
parts, 4UQd the cnails the efift part. And therefove it 
is Agroed, that w Ihey wtttch and mBkd together : 
Swa ia .all «xteirt«9 aii^imits» ooDltributiQns^ wd 
the like eubsiittos t0 lie imposit 9f»n tiieilMn^h, 
merobat^ and cnafts^vten to bear the burden «nd 
charge tbenaof indiSeffenliy 0veiiheid> iaccerding 4o 
their ability .and aubstanee, iia&w the Juaill ^uarteis 
of the town, wittiout «divisioa of the roUs in .mer- 
chants and crafts-flden in any tyme comtqg ; ttte-ex* 
tentours^l be of egoaU ^nnmber ^of -merchantB wad 
crafts-men, eight persons of the ane calling, and 
eight persons ^of <the uiiier, to he dectit, tS«mrn And 
receivit be the provest, bailies, andoouAse], out of 
the maist discreit and skilful of all the town, ^npid of 
all partial a£fectioun and hatred : And that nae per- 
son usand the trade <f( merchant or ciKfts-man, and 
occnpyand the friedom of the brugb, and able to 
pay any extent, not belrand the -ofiice of provMt or 
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bailies in the mean time, sail be any wayis exemit 
frae the real and actual paymentihereof; 

COLLECTIOUN. 

Iteniy As the baill body of tiie town, oonsistand of 
merdbantB and cpafts-men, does beir an' common' 
burden of watching, waiitHng, extenting, and of the* 
Uce pidblic charges, having sn connnoun good pro- 
per to nane, swa: neidftd it is for making an equals 
unity^, and charitable ooncor/i, that tberebe^inithe- 
baiLtbmn but am collection, and an purse^ not pe^ 
enliar to any, but common to all, of tiie hctill dutlissi 
and cBBualitieS) callitthe entres sUv«gr oflprentelB>*: 
sesv up'^eets„ewJdy pennies^ unlaws^ and< sickllke,^ 
tbi be^ coltedzt in. all' tyme' coming, and reesi^edi 
haith oC merohanta and craft&*m«i4^ and. put imam 
cnmrnon purse, and to. that effect tba^ merchants^ tO) 
tafce and. have prentioesv8s>^^ as craflto-men^ andl 
to he obliest HieititQ, and na^prentice alwayes to bet 
Feoeiyed: of atiier of them^. tor shorter tfme nor thn 
s^ace of fyvei years; compleifcb And ibr the better 
knowledge to he: bad heirof^ and for obserruigaa 
goodordonr incollectbuaof the samey that thei«^ 
be an commonni book made^ kaipitbethe commoua 
derkof this. brugfa present, and to come, wherCTi 
the names of idl prentices, to merchants and crafts- 
men, the name of tiieir master, day ofi their entriesy 
and space of their prentioeship, sail l^e insert and 
bofldt: Fos the quhilk, t^e; el«*k sail have attheic 
boiknrg of ilk person, sex pennies,, and for the out* 
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draught twelff pennies, qahilk bnik sail be to tbe 
prentice an sufficient probation of bis entres, and an 
cbarge to the collectors of the said dewties. If any 
man be an prentice an heireafter, and not put in the 
said bulky his prenticeship sail be to him of na ef- 
fect Alswa, be reason every industry is not of 
like valour and substance, it is declarit what ilk 
rank of degree of prenteisses sail pay, to wit, the 
merchant prenteist and sic kind of people as were 
wont to extent with them, and are not under an of 
the said fourteen crafts, to pay at his entreis th^ day 
of his bulking, to the said collectioun thirtie shilling, 
and at his up*sett, or end of his prenteiship fyve 
pond. The prenteis to an akinoer, chirurgeao, 
goldsmyth, flesher, cordiner, tailyeour, baxter, and 
hammermen, at their entry and bulking, to the said 
collectioun twenty shillin, and for their up^sett fyve 
pund : The prenteis to an masoun and wright, at 
his entrie threteen shilling four penneis, and his up* 
sett, three pund sex shilling eight pennies. Tbe 
prenteis to an webster, waker, bonnet-maker, hir- 
rier, at his entry, ten shilling, and for his np-sett 
fyftie shilling ; and their dewties to be tane by their 
owkly pennies, and dewties of their bnrgeships* 
And to cause all persons to be mair willing to en- 
ter themselves in prenteiship with the burgesses^ 
and friemen of the brugh, this priviledge is grantit 
to the saids prenteises, that they sail pay na mair 
for their burgeship to the dean of gild, but fyve 
ponds by the dewties foirsaidg : And in augmen- 
tatioun of the said collectioun, when any person 
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sail happen to be made borgesses ofthisbragb^ 
wha was na prenteis to an merchant* or crafls-man^ 
frie bargess of the said brugh, or hes not compleit 
his prenteishipi sail pay to the said collectioan at 
his admissioun, the doable of the haill prentecis or 
entres silver, up-sett and buiking, by the dewty 
pay it to the dean of gild for his burgeship, or gildrie, 
qahilk is twenty pands for his burgeshipi and four*^ 
ty pound for his gildrie, the priviledge always of 
the bairns, of burgesses and gild brether not being 
prejudged heirby, quba sail pay theauld and accus- 
tomed dewty to the dean of gild allanerly. Thir 
dewties and collectiouns, or caslities of entres sil- 
▼er, up-setts, owjdy pennies, ttn*laws» and sic like, 
to be reoeiyed in all tyme coming, of all merchaints 
and crafts-men mdiiferently, pat in the said com* 
mon purse, and imploit be the advice and command 
of the provest, bailies and counsel, for support 
and relief of the failyiet and decayit bargesses and 
crafts*men, their wyfes, bairns, and auld servants, 
and other poor in*dwelleri|^of the town. The pro- 
vesty bailies, counsel, and haill deacons every yier 
after electioan of the magistrates, sail choose the 
collectors of the said dewties and casualities, of e-> 
qual number of merchants and crafts-men, and to 
devyse and set down sic good ordour as they sail 
find meet and expedient for the perfyte and readie 
in-bringing thereof* And last, the said collectors 
sail make yeirly comptsof their intromissioun there* 
with, at the tyme of making of the town's compts^ 
and sail find sufficient caation at their admissioun. 
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for cotnpt) reckoning and payment. Item^ It is or- 
dained) that baith the saids parties, merchants and 
craffasHmen now present, and their successors, sail 
inviolably observe, keipj and fulfill this present ap« 
pointment and deereit avbitral, and every heid^ 
claose; and article conteinit liiereili. Likens, his 
MlE^ty, andt the saids- judges^ willis and< ordiBdnv 
them, with willing hearts, to put i>i obllvibn all by.-* 
past enormitieS) imbraoe and intartein loveaadam- 
ity^ioidas Aey are ofane city, awatobeofane 
mind);: then sail tilieybe acceptit'of GrOD, stop tll^ 
moutha.of them qahiik talk occasion be &eir divi- 
idon ton slander-tfae troth ; tiiensall tfaeybe mair a^ 
IdattoydOrOas Soveraigir Lord aeceptablW' sev^lse^ 
aad have> ane standing and flbarishing' common* 
weall. And' finally^ his Majesty and^ the saids jud- 
ges wiU esteem theit Ituigtraveb flmitfiill^beBtow- 
it 

CERTBFIGATION OF THE SETT. 

* 

AUcur^ His migest^ and the^saids judges*, ordains 
the practice and execution of this present appoints 
xo&at md decreet to be and begin after the day and 
dats hereof, and to continue, and be observit and 
keipit as ane perpetual laW' in> tyme coming ; and 
whasoevep contraveins the samen, sail be repute 
and halden ane troubler of (iie quiet estate of the 
eommen^weal, incurre the note of inferay , and* for- 
fanit and tyne their freedom for' ever, and other- 
fvays to be persewit and poaishit as seditious ^per« 
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sons, eonform to the laws of the realm, vAth all fi- 
£oar and esitreinity ; and ordains thir presents to 
be ratifiet and approvit in his highness next parlia- 
ment ; and in the mean t;^e the same to be actit 
and registrat in the builEs ot counsel and sesmon, 
and to have the strength of acts enddecreets of the 
lords thereof, and that, their authority <beinterponit 
thereto, and letters and ex6Cutorials<to pass there^* 
upon, in form as effeirs ; and for acting-and jre^s- 
beating of the samen, makes and eonstituts, Messera 
John .Shairp» •'ohn Prpstoun, Thomas Craig >and 
JohnSkeen^ our procurators, conjunctly . and sey^r- 
ally in uber%onf(mnapr(miiUendo de raio. Jn wit- 
ness whereof, the saids.^dges.and oversman togid- 
der, withihe saids commissionera, iatoben of their 
consents and acceptation. of the prenussesyihas sub- 
scrivit^ir presents with their hands, day, year,* and 
place, foresaids. j 

JAMES R. &c. 

All the charters and donations in favours of the 
town.of Edinburgh, granted before and since *the 
union .of. the iwo crownsof Scotland .and England, 
were rconfirroed by the succeediiig Monarch, 

CHARLES L 

Whose chatter of iOooArmation narfates, << That 
callingto his royal memory, i^d perfectly under- 
standings the; mttay g0odyvnoteble,and tlnnkfuUer- 
vices performed by the^nsgifttfates and inhal^itmts 
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of Edinburgh, the chief city and burgh of the an- 
dent kingdom of Scotland, not only to himself, since 
his happy accession to the kingdom, but also to his 
dearest father of eternal memory, and his other 
most famous progenitors, the particular and nota- 
ble expressions whereof, are contained in the an- 
cient inffeoiTments granted to them by his prede* 
oessors of eternal memory ; which remains to pos- 
terity, as signs of their fidelity, and great and egre- 
gious services done and performed by them, for the 
good and honour of the kingdom : Therefore, con- 
firmed, &c." And did grant to the magistrates of 
the said town and successors, the presenting and 
n<|minating of ministers, for serving the cures in 
the haill churches built, or to be built, within the 
said town, with the right of patronage of the said 
baill kirks in all time coming. As also, confirmed 
to them, the said city, town-walls, ditches; ports, 
streets, passages, paths, lands, teritories and com- 
munity of the same, with the common lands, called, 
the Common Muir easter and wester,'and comniion 
mire thereof; together with the south loch, called 
the Barron Loch, and the loch of the said dty, 
called the North Loch, with the lands, of old cal- 
led the Greenside, with the Leper-house and yard 
situate on the same, arable lands, banks and mar- 
ishes thereof, for the present occupied by the lepers 
of the said house. And granted to the said burgh, 
the sole liberty of merchandize pertaining to a free 
royal burgh, within the bouods of the sheriffdom of 
Edinborghi and the privileges of weekly markets 
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every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, or any 
three days of the week that they shall appoint, 
with two yearly fairs, viz. Hallow fair and Trinity- 
fair, with the haill small customs, according to use 
and wont> especially the sheriff fee and sheriff 
gloves. And thereby enacted the village of Leith 
into a burgh of barony, with power to the magis* 
trates of Edinburgh, to choice bailies and officers 
therein, and making laws for governing thereof. 
Which charter is dated at Newmarket, 23d Octo- 
ber 1636, and 12th year of bis reign, before witnes* 
ses, the most reverend father in Christ, and his well 
beloved counsellor, John, by the mercy of God, 
Archbishop of St Andrews, primate and roetropo- 
litan of the kingdom of Scotland, Sec. his chancellor ; 
his well beloved cousin and counsellor, James 
Marquis of Hamilton, Earl of Arran, Cambridge, 
Lord Aren and Innerdale, &c. Thomas Earl of Had- 
dington, Lord Binning and Byris, keeper of the 
Privy Seal ; William Earl of Stirling, Viscount of 
Canada,Lord Alexander of Tullibody, &c. hisse 
cretary ; his well beloved familiar counsellor Sir 
John Hay of Barro, derk to his council, registers, 
and rolls ; John Hamilton of Orbistoun justice- 
clerk; .John .Scot of Scotstarvit, director to our 
cbancellary knights. 

These charters shew the pious care and com- 
passion of our sovereigns for the poor. And here, 
I were very unjust to our mother city, as well as 
to the memory of that great good man. 
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georqe heriot, 

Burgess and Goldsmith of Edinbargh, J^wefller to 
the two renowned piinees, James VI. aodthis king 
Chairles; if I sboold.forget bis pions mottlicatioii 
totbepoor, and tbe magnificent fabric which be 
erected for their hospital, anno 16VJ. The morti* 
fications* 1 have formerly 'mentioned relating to St 
Eloi and St Mungo's altars, flowedirather from «elf 
interest Ihan chaiity,'tlie patrons believing, by^tbeir 
donationfi|,to merit heiaven, as tbe^cbavtens expree** 
ses it, (sach is the blindness ofpopery) and clmmed 
itas;pnrcbaaed andpaid for. Bat this prcrtestant 
founder, was a stranger to the uncouth doctrine of 
merit; he knew that aalvation is tiie gift of God 
through Christ. Jesus ; that good works is the fniit 
and natural, r^ttlt of &ith.; that rich men are ^tiie 
8tewfird% of God's goodness* the messengers of bis 
&vonrs, the conduit pipes of his lliberalit^' ; and 
therefore, in tbe statutes of the hospital, Caputde 
fundaioi'ehospiialif stutotee, that on the 'first Mon- 
day of June every yean, thanks be given to God in 
the Greyfriar's jeburdh^iibr ttfae ofaaritaUe mainte- 
nance which jtbe ;pdor maintained in the >boBpttaI 
receive l^y the bounty of tbe fo^pider ; iand^thatthe 
preacher exhort all men of abiliiyto ftdtow bisex-* 
ample,' to. urge ,the necessity of good .works for the 
testimony of their faith.; and to clear tbe vdootrine 
of the church from the reproaches of adversaries, 
who give us oat to be the .impugners of good 
works. 
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The fandamental iimiitutiohs of this hospifail were, 
«t the desire of the fomder, jCompiled,b7'.tt\e rev- 
erend doctor Waltcfr BideanqAhdl the deao of Ro-* 
Chester, who left considerably to it himself. 

If (rod records. Bezaleel end Abolild); two gold- 
smiths and jewellers, Exod. xxxi. for their carious 
workttiatisbtp in the taberhacle, we.oogbt.^rtainly 
to record>a goldsmith andjeweller,'W.bo:.nQt oqly. 
excelled in architectnre','sduipt(ire,,'.aod eQ^faviog, 
bat dedicated a palace, and prince's revenues to the 
Lord, Peal. cxii. 9. << He hath dbpersed, be bath 
given to tbe/poor, bis righteQQsness.^dareth for 
ever, bis bom shall be exidted with honour." 

The greatest paii of this ittitely e^Bfi^ i&(;0oihic 
woric ; but the! frontispiece is adoil^ed with^sjtately, 
pillars of the Corinthian and Doric order, ^ith va* 
rioas groups of figures, two of which are very cu- 
riouSy a company of school boys, in the habits ap- 
pointed by the founder, under the ferula of their 
]»receptors, with this motto, extending to the face 
of the teachers, 

&c vas DeuM, uivoeeos; 

and the other, the scholars round the table at din- 
ner, this inscription above their heads, out of the 
poet Virgil, 

D€U8 nobis hac otiafeeiL 

Above this, the arms of the founder ; within the 
5 P 
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Ipordi aboive tke eairy, in a. JAA^ the stt^oe of the 
patron, abore hie head this nottoi aHiidiDg as well 
to the boildiDg, as to the b«Uder : 

CWparwi Atee, Animi e»t ioo Opiu SJigin, 

Utentryofdwchiqiel, beautified with pilars 
of tiie Teotonkk order, and a targe bible engraven 
in stone, above whidi is this inacription, 

Aur^SeiJedtratmiiiiiiadioiRapere^Miafetfacere 
inTerrmti»CaloetFerre. 

Belowy an utiflcial Crown, which sapplies the 
word Coronamt the sentence beng designed for an 
EnlgiM. 



i 
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DECREET-ARBITRAL, 

IMermbiing cerMn questions that were depending 
ieiween the MagistrateSy Merchant-Cowieii^and 
Trades afthe Ciiii/ ({/'Edinbuboh. 

Whereas by two seyeral sabmissions, dated and 
signed at Edinburgh ,tbe ISth and 14th of March 
1729^ by the Magistrates and Merchant coancil, 
and Deacons of Crafts, and Trades-Counsellors of 
the said burgh, on the one and other parts, and in 
tiie behalf and parsnant to the powers therein men- 
tioned^ several questions and differences betweeu 
the said Incorporations, and the said naagistrates 
and merchant-council, touching the matters therein 
set forth, were submitted to me as sole arbitrer, 
cfaoeen and elected by both parties ; and particular- 
ly certain processes at their instance against others, 
depending before the Lords of Council and Session; 
and I having maturely considered the said mutual 
processes, with the minutes and claims, and an- 
swers, with Ae Tondiers given in by them Arise liSs- 
dSj and heard parties procurators in my own pre- 
sence «A» vecst and having weighed the arguments 
on each side, aad perused the precedents laid be- 
fore me joiMtly by both parties ; I give forth my (!«• 
nal sentence and decreet-arbitral, in manner and 
to the effect following.: That is to bat, ilnds, de- 
cerns, and declares^ that no person who has deser*' 
ted and given over the jHraetiee and eisereise of hie 
oocupation within the dfy of Ediidburgh, andHIm'- 
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ties thereof, unldss he refiid^ within the said town 
or liberties, and at the same time subject himself to 
tbe.Gommon burdens of tiie tpwn and incorporation 
wh^eof.he is free, or .who is received as a member 
or servant in any of tiae town's hp^jHtals* or who is 
a pensioner of the town or trade, or has or enjoys 
4ny:benejBt onlucrative office fromtbe town or trade, 
Qt* who at any time within six months jpreoeeding 
Jtms been received,' or was member, servant, or 
{pensioner, as aforesaid, or held or enjoyed sodi 
benefice or lucrative office, hath, or ought to have 
any vote. in the electicu) of a deiKX>n, or other officer 
of the incorporation within the city: andfurther, 
finds^ decerns, and ordains, that the usage and cus- 
i^m of presenting leets of six persons made by the 
QQveral incorporations, and-attested by their respec- 
tive (plerka, to the magistrates and <eoiuicU, in order 
to th^ir midsing short leets of three for. election of 
d^cons, be inviolably for ever observed, and that 
ii^ short loets be returned by tbem out of. the said 
laets of eix^ regularly and legally made and attest- 
ed: BU findia, decerns and declares, That the.coun- 
dl, to whom the new deacons are to be presented, 
^d by whom they are by the.s^t to be authorised 
in>tbeir offices, are, by the nature of .the thing and 
thp pveoedents^ and consistently with the sett, jud*. 
gesi in ithe first instance, of questions that may hf^ 
stin*!d:canq9iiiing:.lhe right of persons claiming to 
b^^jadtnitted.ikito' theoffiee of deaeon, subject never- 
tii0lO8S to. G<»mplaint aad .rey lew of ^ae proper court, 
aaaocords otthe la^ : And finds/ decerns and de- 
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Clares, That the provost has right to the first vote 
iri every matter and thing, and to a casting vote, in 
any case whatsoever : And also finds, decerns and 
declares. That according to the sett of the town, 
there must be three persorii^ in every leet, for th^ 
several ofiioes of provost, deah 6f gild and treasurer, 
and twelve pet'sons in the leet for bailies : Bat it is 
not determined by the sett, whether the said leets 
shoaldcontain ohe'and twenty different persons; 
and the usage appears to be in the contrary, which 
thereforeongbt to prevail. And further finds, de-^ 
cerns and dedares. That the deacons extraordinary , 
or not of the council, have a vote in chusing proxies 
for the absent members of the ordinary council at 
the annual election, in all steps' where they have a 
rigbit to be present : And alto finds, decerns and 
declares. That the right of calling the codncil, or«- 
dinary and extraordinary, belongs to the provost 
or preses of the meeting ; and upon an execution 
returned of the members befog summoned by the 
said provost or preses his order, thirteen of the or- 
dinary, and seventeen of the extraordinary council, , 
may proceed and act in the same manner, as if all 
the members were present : But if the provost or 
preses shall happen to neglect,' or shall refuse to 
call a council on Wednesday, the ordinary council 
day, a majority of the said council may, forty^eighrt 
hours proceeding the ordinary and stated time of 
meeting, require the aforesaid provost or preses, 
under form of instrument, to call a council, and u^'- 
on his refusal or neglect to tromply with the demand 
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80 made^ tbe majority of the said coimdl may meet 
on the said usual and stated time, imd proceed to 
do business. And finds, d^erns and declares. 
That the council, ordinary and extraonUn^ry, baye 
the sole power and right of .governing the Tfinity* 
Hospital, ^d cannot delegate the s^me to any other 
person or pers(His whatsoever : A0A d«!;iem8 and 
ordains the aqcompts of the town to be fitted md 
audited within tbe year to which the said accomptg 
Relate, or wi^in three months after the expiration 
of the said year ; and that no article of depursemeDt 
of tbe town's money ought to be allowed, anless 
tbe same be sufficiently vouched. And fiads and 
deoBirns, That tbe expence (^aU pubiick treataought 
to be previously authorized by tbe emwUki and atr 
tested, when laid out, by . two of Ae coaActt» or 
more, who are hereby ord^ned to write^ xur cause 
to be written on the bills, tte dato and oecasion of 
the expence, and ihe person's name to whom tbe 
same WBB paid, or is due, and to sign tbe said bills, 
•aod report and prodnee them in CQiincil within a 
month, at farthest, after the said expence is incur- 
red. And further finds, decerns and de«dares, Thi^ 
the said extraprdin^ry deacons of crafts have right 
to give their special vote asd oon8ultadon,ras»a]ly. 
In electing and chu$iQg the laeimbers of tbe df^m of 
{pkl*co(yrt of Edioiburgb ; but ihat they have no vote 
in tbe election oftbeofiicersof tbe Train'd-bands, 
the coostaUes, and baSU^s of the puiidick markets 
'Of the city, . and their aesjstaipts, kirk aad college 
treasurers, 0itoi^<*masters, and cmditors of tjhe town's 



THE BLUE BLANKET. 127 

acoompto ; nor in electing and chasing the baron bai- 
lies of the sabarhs, namely, the baillies of Leith, 
Ganongate, Portsborghy and Caltoan, the magis; 
trates and ordinary council hayiiig the only right 
of chnsing the said oflBcers. But finds, decerns 
and declares, That the said extraordinary deacons 
haye a right, and ought to be adjoined with th^ 
ordinary council, at least ought io be legaHy calr 
led for that end, when they are to proceed to the 
election of the proTOst, bailliee, dean of gild, of 
treasurer ; or to set feus, or any manner of taoka, 
aflttonr the yearly ronping on Martinmas-eyen ; of 
to give benefices, and other offices within th^ 
burgh ; or to grant extents^ contributions, . empri- 
mets, and concerning publick buildings ; or to dis; 
pose of the common good, above the sum of twen- 
ty Pounds Scots together. And further, Fin^ 
the said extraordinary deacons have right to vot^ 
in chnsing committees for deliberating upon, cmd 
preparing all or any of the said matters, and are 
also capable of being members of the said com*- 
mittees. And as to the artide of commissonerft 
for and from the burgh, which includes a case re- 
lating to the privilege of parliament, the same i^ 
h^eby to receive no determination, of consent and 
at the desire of both parties. And also Deceruft 
and Ordains the minutes of council to be read aiid 
signed in open council, the next council day imme- 
diately after they shall have received a sacpnd rear 
ding. And, touching the oflBce of conveener, foA 
the meetings of Deacons an4 CraOnnfm. ttnong 
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themselves, finds the office of conveener has the au- 
thority of too long usage, and has been too nrach 
'admitted by the magistrates and council to be at 
this time called in question, and that the meeting 
of the deacons has been also long practised ; bat 
that by tl>e sett of the town, neither the merchants 
among themselves, nor the crafts and their deacons 
«nd visitors, can have, or make any particular or 
general conventions, as deacons with deacons, dea- 
cons with their crafts, or crafts among themselves, 
without the advice and consent of provost and conn* 
cil," excepting the cases in the said sett particularly 
excepted ; and that the meeting said to be frequent- 
ly held the first Tuesday after Michaelmas, in the 
manner, and with the circumstances the same is 
particularly set furth in the declarator of the mer- 
chantsi can in no ways be contained in the said ex- 
ceptirins. And finds, decerns and declares, that by- 
laws made by the incorporations for themselves 
are of no force unless they are ratified by the mag- 
istrates and council. But finds, that the said mag- 
istrates and council hav6 no power to malse by 
laws, whereby the said incorporations and their suc- 
cessors can be bound to admit all such persons as 
shall request the same, and shall appear to the mag 
istrates and council to be well skill'd and qualified 
to occupy and practise in their crafts, upon payment 
of such valuable consideration as should berated 
and determined by the said magistrates and coun- 
cil. And likewise finds, that they have no power 
to contrioul the management of the several stocks 
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beiongliig to the said incorporations, or to make 
by-laws concerning the same. And this I give 
forth as my final sentence and decreet-arbitral be- 
twixt the said parties; and decerns and ordains 
them to abide by, and fulfil the same each to other 
in all time coming. In witness whereof, I have 
subscribed these presents, written on this and the 
proceeding page by Henry Pnjolas, my servant, at 
London the I2th day of March 1729-30, before 
these witnesses, Richard Lancashire, and the a- 
bove-said Henry Pujolas, my servants. 

ILAY. 

Hichard Lancashire, witness. 
Hen. Pigolas, witness. 



THE 8LDBHbANICKT. 

I. 

7^ Jiayal Ciitiga iifSOBStEONS. 



The Sargeond rind fiarbers Vere erected into a 
Corporation by a Seal of C&aae, at Edlnbnrgb, f st 
Jfity 1504, and ratified by King James tbe V^. ISth 
October 1506, Ac. 



THBHISTORY OF 

II. 
OOI^aMITBS. 



Ibe GoIdBiBlths vrere origioally loooreorated 
with the Hammermeo, bnt what time they separa- i 
ted from them is oncertwn ; they were, however, 
a separate company in 1581. 
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III.; 



The SkioDen vnre erected into a Corporation, 
on or before the year 1586. 



tBBfllSTOftYbf 
IV. 



TbcfoiTidraahtooIre tinir oriBtoBoag ttlaCl6- 
dy corporate, to the Towb cbaaaU : Tbe titne of 
their being Incorporated is anknown. 
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V. 

gAMUBBUSN. 



The finHfiemen vers erectoil Into a' Corpora- 
tion 3d May 1«83. See tke City Sat. 
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VI. 
WRIOBTS. 



The Wrigbts have a doable Fepr«aent4tion in 
the Town Conncil. . ^ 
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vn. 
m^soxs. 



The Masons and Wrights were Incorporated the 
15th October 1475. See the City Set. 
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VIH. 

TAILORS. 



THE BLUE BLANKET. 
IK. 



A Seal or Cause from the Town Cmivil in 1^^ 
in favoor of this Corporation ; ^ this chtrter they 
bad an altar erected in St Giles' Ctiarcb. 
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X. 

FLESHERS. 



They are as old Corporation ; they were incor- 
porated before 1488, for in that year several rega- 
lations were made. 
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XL 

COSDJNESS: 



We cannot aBcertain the time that this Corpora- 
timi was instituted, MaiUand places it iir 1449 ; 
but the earliest records that can be recovered is 
1474, ratified by King James VL 
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xir. 

WEBSTERS. 



The Wearers vrere Incorporated 3lst Jaonarjr 
1473. Tbey petitiooed, " That for the honear and 
love of God, of bis Mother the Viipn, and of St 
Sorrane ;" and prays a ratification of these articlefl, 
among others, care is tak«i to enact " thftt tb 
priest shall get his meat." 
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XIII. 
BATTEmAND WAKERS. 
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XIV. 
BONKBTUMKXSli UrSTEBS. \ 






